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CHAIRMAN TORRES: We'd like to begin. I'd 
an init 1 announcement, if we For of 
s hearing, this gymnasium is now the Senate 
1 rules and regulations will come through this 
are itting in session here~ 
want are to have to move 
as we can through the various witnesses 
return to Sacramento to vote later this afternoon on 
, hopefully. 
I would like to welcome everyone here to the init 
of the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Peace Officer 
We are here to listen to the concerns of the 
ifically about the 
~imenez, and more generally pertaining to the circumstances 
~rocedures that led two L.A. County Sheriffs out of ir 
~jurisdiction and into Ramona Gardens. 
committee not here to 
officers that shooting. The 
Department is reviewing that matter internally, In 
addition, the District Attorney of Los Angeles County, as 
Just Department, is reviewing 
of course the family has retained counsel to 
c 
Our message here today to law enforcement is c 
must 
7 
IX 
Our message for the community is clear: law enforcement 
serve us. 
It is my hope as well as the hope of the 
committee members, that we begin these hearings to 
lear to various law enforcement agencies that respect 
community, and dignity of individual, is critical 
respect is to be returned. so, that respect and dignity is 
each individual, regardless of their race, sex, sexual 
icit 
I or status. 
We tried to fashion an agenda today 
testimony. The committee itself 
Presley and Senator Davis with significant law 
experience, as well as Senator Watson 
as Senator Roberti, the President of the Senate. 
to community leaders, law enforcement 
residents of Ramona Gardens, people 
1 as well as c rights attorneys, to 
set the stage for this committee. 
merely the first of many 
committee 
for hearings across 
and we will try to determine just where we can go next, not 
to 
throughout the 
be difficult: to 
make law enforcement our 
invading army. 
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,help law enforcement provide effective protection for the State 
'of California while respecting the dignity of individuals. 
With me to my right is Senator Robert Presley who 
li 
:I 
1
,represents Riverside County. He's also very important in the 
I 
~Senate in that he is the Chairman of the Appropriations 
I 
'I 
''c . I omm1ttee. He is Chair of the committee that handles all the 
:I 
i 
ilmoney in the Senate and the State of California, and I'm very 
:I 
!'proud that he's with us here this morning. 
We'd like to begin with our testimony and call on 
:, 
~Councilman Richard Alatorres, City of Los Angeles. 
il 
COUNCILMAN ALATORRES: Thank you very much, Mr. 
\chairman and Senator Presley. 
il ,, 
Let me first begin by commending this committee, 
il 
1!Senator Torres and Senator Presley, for holding this hearing and 
II 
;!addressing the concerns of Ramona Gardens and other minority 
il 
it communi ties . 
In early August, a young man was tragically killed in 
I,Ramona Gardens. Law enforcement officers have been implicated 
ij 
,,:in his death and other similar incidents in Los Angeles and Los 
l1i 
!Angeles County which have occurred since the death of Arturo 
!! 
: 
I 
,Jimenez. 
If this kind of incident was one time or a rare 
,, 
;:,occurrence, I don't believe that you would be here today. We 
'Jall know that law enforcement has a very tough and dangerous job 
II 
'I lito do, but our communities try to make allowances for their 
26 II 
!'mistakes. But this community, and I as a part of its 
27 
leadership, are getting tired and angry by the kind of conduct 
2X 
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4 
that this incident represents. The community perceives a long-
standing pattern of police violence and misconduct in minority 
communities that must be addressed. 
In addition, the community of Ramona Gardens has been 
:: 
:!Painted by the media as a project of crime and lawlessness. 
! 
1were told the day after the incident that a riot took place; 
We 
whereas, the community -- which I have the great distinction of 
representing -- behaved with great restraint and courage in the 
face of great injustice. 
My office has handled dozens of complaints regarding 
police misconduct over the years, and many of those complaints 
have never been resolved satisfactorily to the people that have 
been affected. In many cases, all that would have been needed 
was a very simple apology to the person involved, and even that 
I' 
,;apology never took place. 
While there are many things the police do well, the 
~ode of silence stops them from policing themselves. It will 
18 d 
19 
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27 
take something stronger -- the voice of the community and law 
must be stronger than the code of silence. 
There are many things that government can do to make 
,ilaw enforcement more accountable. At the city level, I authored 
,'i 
: 
':a motion calling for an independent investigation of the Arturo 
:I 
Jimenez case and a Christopher-style of review of the Sheriff's 
:;Department. 
The City of Los Angeles went through a very 
painstaking experience when it was agreed that we would go 
through a self-examination of that department. I believe that 
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5 
:, it is healthy for government to look at itself this way and to 
make needed changes. This problem isn't just a Los Angeles 
Police Department problem, this problem is not just the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff problem, but it is the problem of law 
enforcement statewide and nation wide. 
Part of the solution is authoritative direction from 
the State Legislature. I believe in and recommend a Christopher 
style Commission investigation and report as a model for the 
kind of independent review which can be done in other 
jurisdictions in the State of California. I have no hesitancy 
recommending that the state and other jurisdictions consider 
other proposals, the Christopher Commission recommendations, 
including: adopting of mandates or community-based policing, 
including the design and implementation of pilot projects and a 
method of financing these projects; encouraging the 
establishment of civilian panels, similar to the Los Angeles 
Police Commission to oversee law enforcement functions. 
The Los Angeles City Council has recently 
recommended: an independent staffing and increased authority 
for that Commission; state-endorsed and financed pilot projects 
for videos and other monitoring of law enforcement activities. 
Among other recommendations, I believe that the 
penalties now applied to civilians who deliberately falsify 
their statement regarding criminal activity should also apply to 
··law enforcement officers who commit those acts. Those officers 
should think twice abut falsifying those reports. The penalties 
must be severe enough in those cases to make the officer heed 
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~hose rules above the code of silence. 
The Legislature may be best-suited to implement 
pnother recommendation which I made in my City Council mot : 
;~o limit the competition among law enforcement entities in each 
' ~ 
:!jurisdiction. For example, the Sheriffs, the LAPD, the Hous 
Authority, and the RTD, all have a role in Ramona Gardens. They 
should be cooperating and coordinating with each other to 
provide the best services to the community. 
One of the concerns immediately that was raised by 
,many members of this community was the fact that, while on the 
bne hand, the Sheriff's Department was saying that the reason 
that they had come into Ramona Gardens was that they were in a 
hot pursuit of an automobile. There are other people that have 
said that they were only in here to cause -- to look for trouble 
:and, ultimately, trouble they found. And that is truly 
unfortunate because, clearly, the Ramona Gardens are the proper 
jurisdiction of the Los Angeles Police Department. It is not in 
:'the County; it is the City of Los Angeles. And if in fact the 
officers that were implicated in the shooting were not here as a 
result of hot pursuit, but were only here to cause problems, a 
needless death of a young man was -- took place. 
These comments are very hard for me to make. I have 
''friends in law enforcement, and until recently I chaired the 
,City's Public Safety Committee. This community knows that many 
,officers have been friends of the Latino community and have done 
,,their jobs with compass ion and with competence. But 
~nfortunately, all it takes is just a few members of law 
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1ienforcement to ruin whatever efforts have •been made to bridge 
j! 
,:the gap between the Latino community, the Chicano community, and 
1: 
.1the law enforcement community. 
;: 
i 
1: But there have been many incidents to let things 
:l 
:1 
i:continue to go the way that they've been going. I think that it 
!I 
,. 
ji. ~1s imperative that not only the state look at what jurisdiction 
i! 
~they have. The question of the code of silence, I think, is 
il 
~something that should be looked at. You know, people are can 
!i 
i!be prosecuted when they lie in a police report, and yet, there 
li 
l\are many law enforcement officers that allegedly lied to make 
II 
~sure that other officers are not implicated in an incident. 
I 
,I 
rhat, to me, I think, is an injustice to the Police Department. 
~I think it certainly is a tremendous injustice and a travesty to 
a community that is interested in being -- in living in a safe 
1[ • 
:.env1ronment, and certainly not interested in living in an 
il 
i:environment that their kids have to worry about needless 
~arassment just because they happen to wear a certain -- certain 
., 
1,: 
klothes, or just because of the color of skin or the language 
.I 
'! 
ithat they speak. 
II j 
With that, I'll be more than glad to answer a~ 
,!questions. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you very much, Councilman. 
[Thereupon the Chairman made an 
announcement in Spanish regarding 
the Interpreter, MAURICIO SUAREZ.] 
Father Juan Santillan, Isabel Ayala, Art Pulido, 
Guadalupe Vargas. 
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a 
Father Juan, do you want at this point to bring 
Mrs. Jimenez? Is that what you intend to do? Why don't we have 
.rer come forward. 
Could we have the interpreter translate for the 
.stenographer and for the press. 
Did you want to start, Father, or did you want her to 
speak first? Senora Elva Jimenez. 
[Thereupon MS. JIMENEZ gave her 
testimony through the Interpreter, 
MAURICIO SUAREZ.] 
MS. JIMENEZ: Good afternoon. I'm Elva Jimenez. I 
am the mother of the young man, Arturo Jimenez, who was killed 
by the Sheriffs with no reason. He was killed for no reason 
whatsoever by the Sheriffs who were in a jurisdiction that they 
!did not belong to. 
,!! 
He was at a party and the Sheriffs carne in. They 
said they were following a car, but after they did not find it 
because they did not come out of here, because at the party was 
a young man. They arrived with their lights off but making no 
noise, just to provoke the young man. Someone from the group 
threw a bottle. The policemen argued with the young man. So 
'!then, they beat a young man. My son turned around and asked 
,them, "Why are you beating my friend?" Without saying anything, 
they shot him three times. 
Why three shots? Why couldn't they detain him? 
~ecause the policemen are racists. Because they knew beforehand 
27 ' ~hat they were going to do. 
2X 
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9 
I'm just asking for justice, an independent 
11investigation for my son. I've told him all the time because I 
1
1
don' t want to see a mother suffer what I'm suffering now for the 
of my son in the hands of a criminal. 
That's all. 
[Thereupon CHAIRMAN TORRES 
thanked the witness in 
Spanish.] 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Father Juan Santillan. 
REV. SANTILLAN: My name is Father Juan Santillan. 
I'm deeply concerned about the incident with Arturo 
bimenez precisely because of so many questions that are 
!I 
II '~nanswered, and definitely because we have a constant Sheriff's 
' 
iloepartment who comes into a community that is not assigned to 
~~heir area. 
Arturo Jimenez was killed, but it not the only 
:!incident that this community has had of experiences in 
confronting the Sheriff's Department. As it has been stated, 
:Ramona Gardens has Housing Police, has LAPD, has RTD Police who 
!~orne in, L.A. City School Police who also come in, and once in a 
,, 
~!while, the Highway Patrol and also the Sheriffs. 
:' 
Gentlemen, that's very impressive for a community who 
where, if you and I want to have a party, maybe we will go to 
'il 
!lour backyard. But in the community of Ramona Gardens, the back 
!I 
1rard of people is the front yard of others. And there's no 
'other place where you can hold a party. 
So, when you have on a constant being questioned by 
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10 
the different entities of law enforcement, and a constant 
harassment, and yet you have a law enforcement that comes in 
that is not even assigned and I know for a fact from some of 
'the young members of this community -- only because we are 
Latinos are we identified as being gang members. 
And even if one is a member of a gang, why would that 
give permission or allow a law enforcement entity to come in and 
implant falsely narcotics into a car, or come in and use abusive 
language to the young men and women, or use excessive force? 
Why does it have to be that in a community where, I 
hear also from the young people, that in having these entities 
of law enforcement, they're able to get along with some, and yet 
'.others who are totally estranged to them come in and, at times, 
might even arrest them and take them from one place, where those 
members of law enforcement know that where they are taking them 
is to an opposite gang. And because it is an opposite gang, 
drop the young people, and have that person put in danger, 
:1 • 
::know1ng that they're going to have to work theirselves [sic] out 
'I 
'I 
:, from that situation and come back into their own neighborhood. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Is that what you've heard law 
enforcement suggest as "fresh meat"? 
REV. SANTILLAN: Exactly. 
That -- the experience is that it's not only here in 
:Ramona Gardens, but it's also a constant in the rest of East Los 
,Angeles, that young people are taken from one neighborhood to 
another, and also implanting false, knowing that some of these 
young people are on probation, and because they do know that, 
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11 
ji 
1
'they might stop and harass. And if there's any altercation, 
I they will implant falsely narcotics, and from that, have them 
I 
'
1arrested. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Father, what jurisdictions does 
parish serve in East Los Angeles? 
li REV. SANTILLAN: The jurisdiction that we have in 
11 
1[conjunction -- because our order has Our Lady Help of 
II ]I 
~hristians, which is down in Lincoln Heights; our order has 
liSanta Teres.i ta which is all of Boyle Heights, here, Ramona 
1~ardens; and St. Lucy's, which encompasses all of City Terrace 
., 
II 
11-- they bring down to our Lady of Guadalupe on Hamil and Folsom. 
:I 
1iso, we cover a big area. 
,, 
ij 
1
1 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Father, I know this may be a 
~ifficult question to ask, but I have to ask it. 
Have you ever experienced personally, as a priest, 
the use of force by law enforcement, and if so, when and by 
i:whom? 
REV. SANTILLAN: I have been in a constant being 
;[reminded: forget about a year and a half ago; forget about two 
I 
:i 
iyears ago. 
Myself, as pastor of St. Lucy's, I found myself with 
;an incident that has happened in front of the parish. I didn't 
il 
i! 11have my collar, but does it make any difference? I went across 
1( 
ifthe street, and I asked these Deputy Sheriffs, "What is 
ilhappening?" 
Ji 
i 
, The answer I got -- I don't think I would be able to 
ay it verbally in front of you or in front of anyone else, 
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12 
~ecause I don't want to lower myself to the words that I 
.received from that Deputy Sheriff. 
In a different occasion, I had gone to the president 
of our Spanish Youth Group, and I was in front of his house. 
~nd I was coming home and gave him a tape with religious music~ 
Out of the clear blue sky, this car pops out, the doors open, 
guns pointing at us, "Get your hands up," and I can't say what 
we were told. "What do you have there?" And so I told the 
they are doing a service to the community, does it have to be 
with such force? 
I'll never be able to forget because I remember very 
:well the names of those Deputy Sheriffs. And I'm always in a 
constant to see if I still see them, but it's impressive when 
someone who is supposed to be there, and once they find out, 
:"Oh, you're the pastor of St. Lucy's, II a whole complete total 
'change of attitude, of, "I'm sorry, but you know how things 
iare." 
A human person deserves to be treated as a human 
person. And the dignity of the human person, regardless of how 
' you're dressed, or where you live at, or what you look like, but 
;what impresses me the most that, quoting Sherman Block, who 
,.admits that there are bigotry that there is bigotry, racism, 
brutality, and rogues. I didn't know what that word was, I have 
to admit that. I had to look it up in the dictionary. But what 
2 
4 
5 
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7 
13 
~as the definition? He's right, they do have some. 
And in that, I was very much impressed at a public 
ihearing that it was overshadowed and covered by mayors and 
ffouncilmen who came and spoke beautiful about the Sheriff's 
:I ~!Department. But it took a long time and covered the people who 
II 
[: 
ijreally wanted to talk about abusive language, and the excessive 
i' 
1~orce that is being used, and unanswered questions, to killing 
X ;! 
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12 
14 
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16 
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19 
20 
21 
22 
!,[on the part of Deputy Sheriffs. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: On that point, Father, this 
l~ommittee has to make recommendations to the Legislature. What 
I' il 
ilrecommendations would you make that we should make regarding the 
II 
!i 
iproblems as you see them today? 
':! 
REV. SANTILLAN: Definitely an independent 
i
1
investigation has to take place. When law enforcement -- if, on 
lithe one part, we hear it's doing fantastic here, doing fantastic 
',! 
,
1there, but then, when we come to our Latino communities, if 
I 
"those who are serving the Latino communities are part of that 
!bigotry, if those who are serving the Latino community are part 
!t 
i! 
1
pf those racists, if those who are serving the Latino community 
'I 
'iare part of those bigots, then definitely my recommendation 
,, 
i 
\vould be that a total investigation be made on the Sheriff's 
~epartment, not only on how does it discipline its Deputies when 
23 I 
24 
25 
26 
27 
2X 
:,they are found to have been not only in the wrong, but also 
,,, 
6uilty of their actions. 
p 
No record is kept. People are invited to go make a 
1report at the Watch Commander's Office. Will it get to the [: 
I i!Proper channels that it could be investigated? My suspicion is 
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that it doesn't, and it's only my suspicion. 
The reason I suspect that is because the two Deputy 
Sheriffs that were involved the Arturo Jimenez incident, one 
had come from the Lennox off and had already prior 
~ltercations with some of our young people. And yet, all they 
,did was transfer him from one side to another, but that Deputy 
continued being the same. 
The other Deputy, two days after, had just had a 
settlement of another young man that he had killed: Jose 
~urrillo, who was also from the City Terrace area; a young man 
14 years old who had a B-B gun. And again, they thought that it 
was a regular gun, and so, the young man had to be killed. 
How is it that after such incidents, Deputy Sheriffs 
remain in the same location or are just transferred to another 
i 1 ? 
,Pace. 
them? 
And yet, what is the discipline that is brought upon 
Then again, in asking for that investigation, it has 
,to be made by people who will have the time to go in and probe 
definitely, because if on the part of Sherman Block he admits 
,the racism, then how does he deal with it? If on the part of 
Sherman Block he admits there is bigotry, how does he deal with 
it? And if there is brutality, how does he deal with it? 
Up to now there have been no answers and no actions, 
and so definitely, on my behalf, I would ask that an independent 
commission be established, that it would investigate not only 
'the Department of Deputies or the Sheriff's Department, but in 
the very example of the Los Angeles Police Department, who has 
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1~lready begun its changes even in the training of its first 
rookies, then that it be also done on behalf of the Sheriff's 
,, 
'I 
:!Department. 
I 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you, Father Juan, and thank 
![YOU for all the work. 
MS. AYALA: Good morning. My name is Isabel Ayala. 
:: 
]I'm President of the Residents Advisory Council here in Ramona 
I 1~ardens. 
I 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you for being with us, Ms. 
I' 
I' 
[[yala. 
MS. AYALA: Thank you. 
What I wanted to say was that we have here in Ramona 
$3ardens 14 different kinds of agencies from the Police 
II 
!:Department. 
'I 
,I 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Ramona Gardens has 14 law 
i~nforcement agencies in the area? 
MS. AYALA: Yes. 
We also know that the Sheriffs, well, they have no 
\jurisdiction in here. We know this. But they still come in. 
~s a matter of fact, they still are coming in. They have been 
II 
tsending their helicopter down here at least two, three times a 
~ay. The Sheriff's Department, they have their police cars pass 
n I 
1
:up and down Indiana, pass up and down Alcazar. They give 
24 
,!threatening signs to our youth who are family, and we are just 
25 i[ 
j1tired. We don't want this no more. 
26 
we believe that the Sheriffs should -- Sheriff Block 
should do something about this, his Sheriffs; take care of it. 
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We do need law enforcement. We understand that; we 
.need it. 
But I do know that in a lot of law enforcement, there 
a lot of rotten apples. I feel that we should get rid of 
these rotten apples before it rottens the whole crate. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Ms. Ayala, have you heard the term 
:"fresh meat"? 
MS. AYALA: Yes. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What does it mean to you? 
MS. AYALA: It means that these are boys that are 
brought in from other areas, to bring them in here or take our 
boys from this area to another area, which means these are fresh 
people, so you can either beat up, or whatever it is that they 
do. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Why do you think they do that? 
MS. AYALA: Well, I had asked an officer about that, 
.;and he told me that, "They're only cholos, " why are we worried 
.about them. "They're going to kill themselves anyway, so let us 
!I 
::do the job for you. This is what One less to worry about." 
they have told me. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Have you had any officers ever 
.enter your home here in Ramona Gardens? 
MS. AYALA: Yes. As a matter of fact, it was LAPD. 
~here a Sheriff named Rodriguez, I think it was. 
.. 
Anyway, he 
,used to be a foot beat officer in here. He worked in here for 
.at least maybe a year or so, and then he went into the -- I 
27 
i!guess you could say the patrol cars. He got into this - I think 
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:
1it' s a crash unit; it has to do with narcotics. 
i! 
!j i· 
H 
But he used to come in and harass a lot of people. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Why did he come into your home? 
MS. AYALA: Well, they came to my house because they 
said that somebody had told them there was drugs selling in my 
The thing , he knew the areas, but he come to my 
~home because of this. And he said I asked too many questions, 
and that he had to teach me to shut up. That --
CHAIRMAN TORRES: How did this officer treat your 
family? 
MS. AYALA: Okay, when he came -- okay, it was my 
family: my children, my grandchildren, and a few friends who 
had come to visit. And he got out of his car with a lot of 
other officers. They blocked the whole street, and they came 
out with their guns out. They were pointing it, and my 
grandchildren were in strollers. There were three grandchildren 
in strollers. 
They were pointing the guns at the grandchildren, and 
·.I kept telling him, "You have no business here. You know where 
the ballpark's at. You know all the players. Why are you doing 
1
,this?" 
He says, "If you continue what you're doing, we could 
eliminate your grandchildren. There's nothing to worry about. 
;And whatever you say, nobody's going to believe it anyway." 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: He said to you that if you 
continued to do what you're doing, he could eliminate your 
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grandchildren? 
MS. AYALA: Yes, because at that time, I was working 
with the community in here. was just getting started. I was 
:beginning to know a lot of 
,, 
officers. 
We do have good officers in LAPD, but there's a few 
also rotten apples. He happens to be one of the ones that picks 
pn even the seniors. 
He knew this, that I was talking to his captain, 
,telling him about this officer. And he said that he was tired 
of me going down there, complaining about him. And this way, if 
I did not stop what I was doing, this is what he was going to 
do. 
And he kept pointing the gun at my grandchildren. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Did you report this to the LAPD? 
MS. AYALA: Yes, I reported it to LAPD. I went to 
forgot the name of the agency, where it's lawyers. They told 
i'me that there was nothing I could do. 
But then the officer himself told me, if I continue 
on with what I was doing, that I was threatening them, that they 
i 
'Could have me put in jail. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Anything else you'd like to add? 
MS. AYALA: No -- well, yes, but I want to know if 
we're going to get an independent investigation behind Arturo 
,Jimenez? 
Also, I want to know how we can go about stopping the 
Sheriffs from coming in here, which they have no business here. 
:They're still threatening our people. 
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CHAIRMAN ROBERTI: Senator Presley for a question. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Who did you specifically report 
~his incident to? 
il 
MS. AYALA: The one about the officer? It was 
,, 
'li 
~aptain De Lorente from Hollenbeck. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Captain what? 
MS. AYALA: De Lorente. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: I'll figure out how to spell it 
later. 
Was he the one that told you there wasn't anything 
1you could do? 
" 
,, 
ii 
! No, it was the officer himself. MS. AYALA: 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Did you ever get any results back 
II 
:'from the Captain? 
MS. AYALA: No, because after they threatened my 
j:family, I decided to stop. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: You decided to stop? 
MS. AYALA: (Nods affirmatively.] 
SENATOR PRESLEY: What was the officer's name? 
MS. AYALA: I just remember his last name. It was 
Ramirez. Ramirez. 
ii 
i! 
I' 
:
1
Hollenbeck? 
ji 
,, 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Ramirez? 
MS. AYALA: Yes. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: And this is what station here? 
MS. AYALA: Hollenbeck. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Thank you very much. 
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CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you very much. 
Guadalupe Vargas. 
MS. VARGAS: Good morning. I'm Guadalupe Vargas, and 
I'm the Vice President of the Residents Advisory Council. 
And I wasn't a witness to Arturo Jimenez's shooting 
but I have been a witness to other brutalities because I live in 
'-- right in the borderline of Indiana and Lancaster. And I have 
seen them come in here with their lights off, and then get off 
their cars and start harassing all the residents that live in 
the area. You know, like, sometimes they hang around there, 
drinking a beer or whatever. And they throw them down on the 
ground, and they make them take their shoes off. 
And then one time I saw one of them go up to this 
individual and get him by the hair and just hit him against the 
wall. And I can't mention the language that they use. 
And then, if you dare go out there and tell them, 
"What are you doing?" You know, "Why are you doing this?" 
~hey'll just cuss you out and tell you you'd better get inside 
1
or else, and they 
! 
have their guns drawn, so what are you going 
;to do? 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Have they ever entered your home? 
MS. VARGAS: Yes, they have. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Would you tell us about that? 
MS. VARGAS: Okay. They came into my home with no 
;search warrants. And I asked them immediately, you know, let me 
see the search warrant then, and they said, "Well, don't worry 
1about it. We'll let you see it later." 
2 
4 
5 
6 
7 
9 
10 
II 
12 
21 
And up to this date, I haven't seen a search warrant 
in my name. I saw it in somebody else's name, but not mine, 
[1with another address. ;, 
I ;] 
!I 
And they came in, and they asked -- they tell me if I 
:!don't tell them where the drugs are, that they're going to tear 
:)my house apart. And I says, "Well, you might as well start 
II 
iitearing, because I don't know anything about drugs." And then 
I 
i! 
1
!he says, "Oh, come on. You know. You know about drugs." And I 
,I 
r'says, "No, I don't." 
:r 
~ So, they started going into the house, and they just 
II . 11 ~ore 1t a apart. 
I' 
And my -- some of my nieces and nephews were 
!:there, and they strip-searched, and then there was -- I had 
!i 
13 il 
'!about six kids at my house, and they were just screaming, 
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Jibecause they were 
:!guns drawn. 
they were terrified because they had their 
I kept on asking for the search warrant, and the 
:~search warrant that I saw was 1461 Indiana, and I don't live on 
i' 
::Indiana. 
ii 
I live on Perez Lane. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What happened after that? 
MS. VARGAS: After that, they took me to court. The 
'Housing took me to court because of one officer said that he had 
I! 
\found drugs in my house. So, I know it wasn't true. But then, 
I, 
liwhat I was figuring is that the Sheriffs handed it over to LAPD, 
;I 
11and then LAPD is the one that reported me, so I went to court 
25 lj 
~for a whole year behind this. 
26 11 
It was a lie. It was a lie. 
27 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What happened in court? 
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MS. VARGAS: In court, I had a trial by jury, and I 
was found innocent. 
But like I say, I had to fight them a whole year 
.~ehind the lying testimony 
I 
this one officer. And he lied 
,under oath, because I know there wasn • t any drugs in my house. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Anything else to add? 
MS. VARGAS: No, I wanted to ask -- to say that I 
hope that they have an independent investigation because I don't 
think that the Sheriff Block should have a right to nominate 
:awn committee, you know, because -- and then him head it? 
That's all I have to say. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you very much for being here, 
and it's very important. 
Many witnesses did not want to testify today because 
1bf intimidation and fear of testifying because of possible 
';retribution by law enforcement against them. 
I want to applaud you, and Ms. Ayala, Father Juan, 
!Ms. Jimenez, for having the courage to testify before this 
1\commi t tee. Thank you. 
MR. PULIDO: First, I'd like to thank Senator Art 
::Torres and Robert Presley, and their staff, Diane Gonzalez, for 
helping us make this all possible for our community. 
Also I'd like to thank our coalition for pushing and 
1
:pursuing this to the utmost where we're at here today. I'd like 
·to thank all of them individually for helping us make this thing 
possible. 
At this time, I'd like to present our recommendations 
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I ito Art Torres and State Senators. At this time I'd like the 
sergeant-at-arms to give you a copy for each one of the Senators 
il 
~~ho' s supposed to be here. 
I'd also like to say, Tim Ortiz, my co-chairman, is 
I' ~~P here with me. I'd like him to add anything I miss so we can 
1: 
i,l 
~ake sure we give our presentation to the fullest. 
Let me start off by saying, this death that happened 
,, 
ii 
:in 
,i Ramona Gardens is the first of many, many abuses that the 
,, 
community has to be suppressed under at all times. 
li 
lalways here in the community, the policemen. 
i/ 
They're 
'rr You have good policemen; don't get me wrong, but you 
~lso have policemen that consider this their training ground. 
;: 
jl ~~hey come in here and see how much they can provoke, push these 
I 
,I 
young men in the community. And they're under the impression 
ithat everybody's here underneath the gang that's here, Hazard, 
1: 
iand also the drug infested area. 
r! 
i': 
iiPolice 
f, 
,, 
!people 
I 
And this is why we, as a community, is letting the 
know that we don't want them coming in here and putting 
under this kind of pressure, that they could come in here 
!and take a life and abuse the community overall. 
Also, I'd like to say that we need services for 
l~amona Gardens . We'd like it to start here in the community of 
:, 
1Ramona Gardens. And all the projects out there need services, 
'I 
(\too, so this way the environment, when they come into it, they 
,i 
)iwon' t be looking at it like they do when they come in here. 
I think the services will help tremendous, bring the 
:' ;!law to look at the environment on a better level when you have 
li 
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people working in a positive direction instead of their feelings 
toward negative. 
And also, I want say one thing. This is what it's 
all about, having a meeting inside the community. This is one 
thing that I stressed to the Board of Supervisors when I went 
'there and spoke. So, you can have a community here where they 
don't fear going to the Board of Supervisors. It's a lot more 
community-oriented meeting, considering what happened in the 
;[Past. 
Also, our main objective, if you look at our report, 
['. 1s to have an independent investigation for Arturo Jimenez. 
There's also the other three people that were killed in vain as 
far as we're concerned. 
I hope the state now looks at this and moves on it, 
.and we have our position paper here in front of you. 
If you have any questions or anything, myself and Tim 
are here to answer your investigation. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Mr. Tim Ortiz. 
MR. ORTIZ: My name's Tim Ortiz. I'm the co-chairman 
:of the ad hoc coalition, Committee for Arturo Jimenez. 
I was born and raised in Ramona Gardens, and now I 
work out of Ramona Gardens, which is my home base. I've always 
been concerned about my community and the needs for my 
'community. 
And I'm also tired of the law enforcement agencies 
I LAPD, L.A. County Sheriff's Department, and whatever agencies we 
1
:have that come in here. I am tired of them. They're coming in 
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~ere and manipulating my people. We are tired of the Sheriff's 
" 
Department coming in here, cussing out our mothers, 
:! 
~isrespecting them. We are tired of them making examples out of 
'I 
[
1
innocent bystanders. We are tired of them getting our home boys 
J1from this community and dropping them off in other 
I 
;i 
![neighborhoods. 
We are tired of the chaos that we have to go through 
to report this kind of misconduct. We never see any results. 
I' 
i:We \I are tired of our elected officials not standing behind us. I 
I 
i:am tired of the County Board of Supervisors. I am disappointed 
'I l:in the way they acted and the way the hearings were held. 
II 
I feel that we as taxpayers have the right to speak 
I 
ibut and be heard and get what we need. 
I 
We are the taxpayers. 
" 
::we are the voters . 
,, 
We are the people who put them in office to 
lead us and to stand for us, to come out front. We are tired of 
,:all this: I' 11 sit in the back and direct you guys. No, they 
have to come out, because they're the ones with the titles. 
I am fed up and disappointed with Kenny Hahn, and 
~ntonovich, and all the other ones who praised Sherman Block. I 
I' 
'lam hurt and humiliated that Ms. Jimenez and all the mothers had 
'to wait seven hours to be heard. I was pissed off at the 
~harade that they put on, glorifying the Sheriff's Department. 
One thing I have to say is this. I acknowledge the 
;:Police Department. 
!i 
I know that there's a need for policing this 
:, 
!/community. 
I' 
We know that our community has a gang problem. We 
'know that the city's got a gang problem. We know that the 
~ounty has got a gang problem. The whole State of California is 
28 I! 
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infested with gangs. 
But we don't need our Sheriff's Department to have a 
gang. We need our Sheriff's Department to support us and to 
make our people feel safe walking the streets. 
Our parents here in Ramona Gardens and throughout 
East L.A., when they see the Sheriff's Department, the first 
thing they do is, they gather the kids and they go in their 
house. They are traumatized by the performance; they are scared 
to death of them. When they get out of their cars and pull out 
those nine millimeters, the first thing they do is, they start 
pointing it at people. I've seen and I've experienced how they 
come out, and they tell mothers, too -- I can't say the words 
to get in the house, waving the flashlight and coming at them 
with batons. They traumatize the community. 
I know that there is good police officers, and I know 
that there is good Deputies. But I know that the time has come 
that there be a change, and that there be an independent 
·investigation, and that Sheriff's Department be cleaned out. 
We cannot go on living like this. I feel that me 
being a taxpayer, I should know where my money's going, and I 
should have a right to say how my money is being spent. 
I don't appreciate the L.A. Sheriff's Department 
killing Arturo Jimenez, David Ortiz, and that other guy, 
;Hamilton, and Clements, and whoever else they kill. 
I mean, if it would have been one of us, a resident, 
a taxpayer, that killed somebody, or a Sheriff, or a Deputy, we 
would have been faced with the chair, life without parole. Why 
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should they be protected? Why should Sherman Block be 
protecting these people? He's an elected official, and he's got 
~to start acting like one. 
ii 
He feels that the City is not obligated to the 
Well, he made himself obligated to the City by his boys 
'coming into the City and doing what they did. And now, we want 
':answers, and somebody' s got to respond for the misconduct that 
)his Deputies is doing throughout the State of California. 
Therefore, Senator Torres, I'm asking you on behalf 
iiof my people here at Ramona Gardens and East L.A., that you push 
!I 
~for the independent investigation. 
Right now I have a petition being signed and going 
,, 
13 li 
1;around the community, saying that that's what the people want. 
14 i 
rAnd I know you're for the people. That's why I'm here speaking 
15 !I 
i!today. 
16 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you very much, Mr. Ortiz. 
17 
Mr. Samuel Paz, attorney, representing the Jimenez 
18 
family. Mark Johnson 
19 
MR. PAZ: Mark is not here. There are two eye 
20 
!witnesses I would like to call. That would be George Gutierrez 
21 
and Christine Vargas. 
22 
Thank you, Senator. 
23 
Senator Torres, Senator Presley, I'd like to 
24 
introduce myself first. My name is Samuel Paz. I represent 
25 
Elva Jimenez, and I will be representing her in a law suit that 
26 
will be filed on behalf of her family for the wrongful death of 
27 
Arturo Jimenez. 
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I'd like to thank you, Senator Presley and Senator 
Torres, Diane Gonzalez and Gordon, for having us here, for 
assembling this assembly. I believe this is the first time in 
the history of the State of California in which there's been a 
California legislative body who has come to investigate and to 
'take testimony regarding police conduct. I'm especially 
appreciative of the fact that you've chosen Ramona Gardens as 
the first of hopefully many other hearings on this vital issue. 
The importance, I think, that the State Senate must 
realize and the State Legislature must take into account is that 
throughout the history of the United States, incidents of police 
violence, incidents of police abuse, have been one of the 
hallmarks, one of the pivotal points in terms of communities' 
outrage, in terms of communities taking the law into their own 
hands. 
In this instance, I think it's correct that you would 
ltake an interest, because this is not an isolated incident. 
It's not one or two or three. In the last few years, we've had 
19 !I 
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2X 
a tremendous upsurge in the amount of deadly force and the use 
of force in our communities. And it's this outrage, it's this 
i,anger, that they sensed after the Rodney King beating and after 
I[ 
~he shootings which have taken place in the last period of time 
' 
!lin this community that you're sensing, and the rest of the 
~lected officials know is on the verge of really on the minds of 
so many people. 
It's with this background, and with the notion also 
that we have a changing community of Latino and Black 
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bornmunities that are largely growing. We are all concerned with 
gang violence. 
But I'm here today to help you present the facts of 
~his case, the facts as we know them from interviewing 
~pproximately 20 witnesses, and to discuss with you two short 
:) 
ijPoints, two major points that I would like you to take back to 
li 
~our legislative body for consideration. 
Before I start discussing the facts of the Arturo 
';Jimenez case, I want you to keep in mind two points. Have the 
!Deputies involved in this case simply made mistakes in 
i 
~rocedures, assuming there are some mistakes, or have they 
i' ~earned to purposefully disregard procedures because they know 
ll 
1:that there is no internal mechanism that creates responsibility? 
i 
ifrn our own constitutional terms, is there no balance, is there 
:i 
~o check system, for our executive branch? In this case, the 
:! 
~alice Department acting as the executive, is there a check and 
l!ba 1 ance sys tern? 
I believe that our state law, our Penal Code Section 
1'1 
~832.5, is totally deficient. 
,, 
It only requires a complaint 
;:procedure. There is absolutely no place in state law that 
requires independent -- that is, a legislative or a judicial, or 
iiany other independent -- branch to look at wrong doing of the 
1ipol ice departments . 
I believe that the facts and the evidence throughout 
il ~the state will show that the district attorneys throughout the 
county have conflicts of interest and are unable to 
27 i 
!independently investigate. I think that, as you look through 
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these cases and the pattern emerges, y~u will see the only place 
that people find justice is the civil court room, and that's 
,why you have a growing number of judgments against departments 
,~hat are in trouble, against departments that, as a matter of 
' course, are using violence, and that violence is being condoned 
by the management. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Do you have information or facts as 
to how much money the County taxpayers have paid out in 
judgments for brutality cases? 
MR. PAZ: I believe the general figure that has been 
reported in the last year is that -- is that in the last three 
:~ears, it's over $12 million that the County of Los Angeles has 
paid for settlements and verdicts related to police abuse alone. 
I believe the figure for Los Angeles City is 
~omewhere closer to $20-25 million over the last three years. A 
amount of money. 
And what we're talking about is a consequence of a 
system in which the only place that people can seek redress is 
through the civil court room. That's why, and as I explain to 
you a little bit about the facts of this case and what happens 
!'in the course of the investigation, you' 11 see that there is no 
justice. There is no place that people can go to protect their 
freedoms except relying on a law that is the 1871 Civil Rights 
~ct. It was passed after the civil rights war to protect 
,, 
:slaves. That's the law that we basically use to protect 
citizens' rights in this country. There is no other state law 
27 
that we can use. And basically, negligence and other state tort 
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laws are older than this Constitution. 
Let me turn to the facts of the Arturo Jimenez case, 
'land let me 
II with that in mind, think about the themes that 
:you •ve heard: the questions about random Sheriff • s Department 
!i 
!~ehicles cruising through, basically looking for trouble: Robert 
!! 
~Feliciano, ex-sheriff and who ran for Sheriff in the last 
~lection against Sheriff Block, calls this procedure of cruising 
il 
li 
~through out of their jurisdiction --
r, 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: We're going to have to have it very 
;[ 
,1,' 
!(quiet 
I' 
'I 
so the stenographer and my colleague and I can hear. It's 
:'very 
I li 
difficult to hear. It's very difficult acoustics. This 
1room was not built for a hearing; it was built for recreation. 
I'm going to have to ask for your cooperation, the 
j
1
sergeant and others, and keep your conversations to a minimum. 
It's very difficult to hear. 
Let's cut to the case, Mr. Paz. 
MR. PAZ: Yes, as I was pointing out, and I'll be a 
! 
1ilittle closer to the microphone, as I was pointing out, Robert 
:l 
iiFeliciano, in his recent testimony, called the process that 
:! 
I' 
1you've been hearing about -- Sheriff's officers leaving their 
!! 
~jurisdiction, surreptitiously, sneaking around with their lights 
loff, and then basically coming in to a jurisdiction such as 
Hazard -- Hazard Park area, or the Ramona Gardens area, and 
finding individuals, chasing them, harassing them, making them 
stand with -- either with their pants down, or handcuffing them 
and making them lay on the floor, making them lay spread-eagled. 
This is called "cherry picking", or it's also known as 
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"poaching" in some Sheriff's Departments. And this is testimony 
from an ex-sheriff. 
In our community, and I want to show you an aerial 
1
[IDap, and this is a recent aerial map, we see that the center 
area is Ramona Gardens. On one side it's bordered by the San 
Bernardino Freeway. On the east, it's bordered totally by 
factories. On the north, it's bordered by railroad tracks, 
Valley Boulevard, and more factories. And Soda Boulevard, 
again, on the other side is factories, a large park, and a 
'commercial facility. 
You have basically a community that is an island. It 
is an isolated place where people grow up and live all of their 
lives. 
Young men in this community who go through the, 
!quote, "gang process" or the gang phase, most of them, 90 
percent of them, according to Dr. Jaime Regalado and Dr. Diego 
Nigil, 90 percent of them move on, go to college, go to school, 
.have jobs. Ten percent have trouble with the law and go to 
::prison or drop out of the community. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Ten percent? 
MR. PAZ: Approximately 10 percent. 
What we're talking about is exactly in the words of 
Sheriff Block, "There is a war out there." And in the terms of 
.the Deputies, the war is being fought against the enemy, the 100 
l 
:, 
percent of the youths in the community. 
That's the mentality in which you see this pattern 
develop. 
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The facts of this case, talking about this community, 
1 on the vertical road which is depicted in the center of the page 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What's the population? 
MR. PAZ: I don't know. I think it's less than 
But the road that is divided in the center of the 
iipage here is Indiana. This from the east, then, is the 
~Sheriff's Department's jurisdiction. And if I may show you an 
I 
~nlargement of this area. 
I, 
Senators, what I've done, in the green I've marked 
'off Indiana. I've marked off in the center, at the bottom of 
:the page, the gymnasium where we are at now. This street is 
1
1i 
ij 
!Lancaster, and comes down and meets with Evergreen at this 
I 
lljunction. 
I! 
These are the two housing projects, which are 
1
idepicted up at the top. This is the building on Evergreen 
' ~epicted in the upper photograph. This is the other building, 
~hich is at a right angle, which is depicted in the lower 
~hotograph on the left. 
What you see, then, is the jurisdiction of the 
22 1 
1Sheriff's Department is divided by this road. The Sheriffs 
24 
1weren't just a little out of their jurisdiction; they were at 
': 
~least two to three blocks from either direction in order to get 
25 
1 there, and two or three of the housing projects away. 
26 
The justification, as was suggested by the Los 
27 I 
:; iAngeles Times immediately after the shooting was, they were in 
li 28 
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hot pursuit. Yet we know the hot pursuit is a lie. We 
know that the hot pursuit never occurred because there was never 
a car. We know that we've interviewed Rosa Morales and her 
:!companion who saw them here, on Lancaster, where Deputy Mann and 
Deputy Ellison left their vehicle, went on a foot chase after 
young man whom they didn't know, and who they were basically 
saying, "Hey, you, come here." 
The young man, being wise and growing up in this 
community, knew what he was in for. He was alone. He was go 
to be chased. He was going to be stopped. He was going to be 
harassed by these officers, so he ran. 
His wife, Rosa Morales, stood there and watched. She 
identified with my interview, she has identified Mann and 
~Jason and the vehicle. 
They went back to their vehicle. They got in and 
'they drove up Lancaster. The shooting took place less than five 
'minutes later. 
No hot pursuit. 
What happened then? We have eye witnesses, and a 
number of them will testify; two of them -- Christina will 
:! 
testify and also Mr. Gutierrez, who was involved -- who was the 
'boy who was struck by Jason Mann -- will tell you that as they, 
the officers, came up Evergreen Street, they came up with their 
lights off. They stopped here. A number of people were here, 
and as Father Santillan told you, people don't have backyards. 
People's backyards are people's front yards. 
There was a small party going on in this area. And 
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,:it was actually in a house that was three doors down. Only ten 
:ror twelve youths were here on the corner. 
The officers stopped, flashed their lights, flashed 
l!their spotlights on the youths. They stayed there for 
)approximately two to three minutes, flashing the spotlights on 
:1the youths. A bottle was thrown at the back of the car. The 
.'bottle came not from their side of the street, but from the 
i'· 
:'other side of the street and down the block. 
The officers then backed up with their spotlight, 
!)went down to the end of this building, which is depicted in the 
i: 
j
1
top photograph. 
:I 
,' 
There they searched for the person who threw 
(:the bottle. 
Two or three minutes passed. They came back up, and 
''that's when the fatal second stop occurred. George Gutierrez 
!will tell you that Jason Mann got out of the car, walked up to 
him, not far from this wall on the grassy area, by himself. 
First asked Gutierrez, "Who threw the bottle?" Gutierrez said, 
"I don't know what you're talking about," and he was struck in 
the face by Jason Mann. 
I've just been told that I got my name wrong, it's 
Gonzalez and not Gutierrez. 
George fell near where Arturo Jimenez was shot. 
There, a number, approximately five or six, of the youths 
gathered around and said, "Why did you hit him?" Mann takes out 
his gun, waves it, and as he's waving the gun, he says, "I can 
do anything I want." The gun is discharged. 
There, in the center page, on the right-hand side, is 
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where Arturo Jimenez fell. grave is marked by the 
,community. 
The pattern that you see -- and one other point. All 
jpf the witnesses that we've talked to in the community say that 
there was no struggle over a flashlight. In fact, what occurred 
was that Mr. Ellison never left the rear of the car, the police 
car in the street. Witness after witness has testified that 
Mr. Ellison was injured only after the shooting occurred because 
of the outrage of people who threw bottles, who came after them 
I 
'after the two Sheriffs, because of what they had done. 
i! 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What happened to the individual who 
!tried to give CPR to the victim? 
MR. PAZ: That's Mr. Leo Alvarez. Mr. Leo is here, 
and he'll also testify. 
What we've talked about occurred within a five-minute 
period. The first call was reported, at least by the Los 
~ngeles Times, at 1:34 a.m. The second call, which was for 
back-up, was 1:34 a.m. [sic], and the ambulance was called at 
1:38 a.m. 
There was no call for those officers to be in that 
,area. That is, no request for assistance by law enforcement. 
There was no call regarding a crime. They were not there for 
,any other purpose except to be out of their jurisdiction. 
Leaving their vehicle, if there had been danger, 
'i 
every police officer in the State of California will tell you 
that they would have called for back-up. None of those things 
.were done. The hot pursuit was never reported. The claim of 
37 
~ven the chase of the young man was not reported to the 
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dispatcher. 
What you have here is a pattern of law enforcement 
bfficers who have taken the law unto themselves. Why do they do 
'tt.hat, and why do they think they can act with impunity? Because 
bf the very thing that happened after that, and I would like the 
iS tate Senate to think about the manner of the investigation. 
Did they separate those officers and take a statement 
from those officers immediately after the shooting? We don't 
1know. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: They did not. 
MR. PAZ: The procedure is not to do that. 
Did they tape record the statements of the officers 
\from beginning to end, as they did with every other individual 
'! 
:.rvvi tness? 
:1 
I don't believe they did. 
Did they require the officers to make a written 
i1~arration of what happened that night before they were given the 
:I 
:;facts of what information the homicide detectives had in order 
~o make their stories consistent with the evidence? I don't 
li 
~elieve they do that. I don't believe any law enforcement 
:I 
i:agency does . 
r: 
Why is the standard for the investigation of 
,
1
independent witnesses, of civilians, different? These witnesses 
:fwill tell you that when they were taken down to be questioned, 
:i 
' ~they were questioned for hours in two or three different rooms. 
~as that same procedure applied to the officers? 
!i 
' iiso. 
li 
I don't think 
2 
38 
Should the public have two separate standards: a 
standard for police officers, the investigation of police 
officers when there may be a crime; and those for civilians, 
those for citizens who may be involved in a crime? I don't 
5 
think we should have a separate standard. 
6 
I believe we are a country that is proud of their 
7 
traditions of freedom, and a country that is proud of their --
part of their tradition of liberty. Shouldn't we have openness 
in our communities regarding the public acts of law enforcement, 
10 
\the public acts of public officers who, in the course and scope 
ll 
of their duties, they commit questionable acts? 
12 
It has been 44 days since Arturo Jimenez was killed, 
13 
yet not yet has any public agency released a statement involving 
14 
Mr. Arturo Jimenez. Not yet has the District Attorney, Internal 
15 
Affairs, the Sheriff's Department, told us what is the version 
16 
IX 
19 
of the police officers. The only thing that we have is what 
!We've read in the Los Angeles Times from a press release who, 
somebody says, is a preliminary -- based on a preliminary 
investigation. 
20 
In the last year, there have been 20 shootings, 20 
2 
shootings, that we know of in the County of Los Angeles. The 
'District Attorney has yet -- not yet, in 8 months, to return one 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
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case in which they have decided whether there'll be a 
prosecution or there will not be a prosecution. 
What is happening to our law enforcement agencies who 
investigate questionable police conduct? 
Let me finish. 
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39 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Do you want to wrap it up? 
MR. PAZ: You know that lawyers talk too much. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: I warned my colleague about that. 
MR. PAZ: Finally, then, I just want to carry back 
il 
'!with you one thing. People have talked about independent 
:r 
~investigations. My suggestion to you is that there's a reason 
I 
'I 
\.for that, and it may not have been clearly thought out by many 
1that want that. 
li 
(1, 
I suggest to you that the quotations by Sheriff Block 
'that were taken and recorded by Jessie Casanova, Los Angeles 
il 
i/Times on September 8th, are very telling. They say that as long 
' !i ~as our officers feel that it's okay to shoot, then it's okay, 
iif they, quote, "feel threatened". 
I 
.I 
I'm telling you that that is just an incorrect 
~proposition of the law. The United States Supreme Court has 
said that shootings should not be viewed on a subjective basis. 
,:That is, we don't simply say, "Well, officer, do you feel 
"threatened, and therefore you can kill?" No. The law has been 
for a number of years that if someone objectively, reasonably, 
1: 
~believes that there was the necessity to use deadly force, then 
~ : (•it's justified. 
The objective standard is missing from law 
enforcement agencies who police themselves. Can you expect a 
law enforcement agency who is, on one hand, preparing a defense 
for a possible civil action, to also be objective and create or 
;: 
1at least find facts that may include culpability on the part of I 
the officers and civil liability on the part of the County? I 
2 
4 
5 
40 
'suggest to you it is impossible. 
That is why the police officers organizations have 
recommended that every police officer unit have an independent 
i~ody for supervision of complaints. 
I hope that you will amend Penal Code Section 832.5 
6 i 
~o require independent civilian review for every law 
7 
enforcement agency in California. 
Thank you. 
George Gonzalez and Christina Vargas. 
10 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Senator Presley has a question, 
! 
II 
' 
,!Mr. Paz. 
12 
MR. PAZ: Yes, Senator. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: What would you think of vesting 
14 
.that authority, investigative authority over law enforcement 
!5 
agencies all over the state, that responsibility lawfully in the 
16 
Attorney General's Office? Do you think that would work? 
17 
I know local control would come to the fore. 
18 :' 
!Everybody would say, "You're interfering with city and county 
19 
matters." But you may get a standardized, statewide, more 
20 
:objective investigation from the Attorney General. 
21 
MR. PAZ: If it were adequately staffed and there 
22 
were disbursements of -- that is, distribution of state officers 
in regions, it may be workable. 
24 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Do they want to testify? 
25 
MR. PAZ: Yes. 
26 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: They do, okay. You don't have to 
if you don't want to. 
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MS. VARGAS: My name is Christina Vargas, and I'm 
Arturo Jimenez's girlfriend. I was there with him the night of 
,the shooting. 
To tell you the truth, the Sheriff named Mann didn't 
have the right to shoot Arturo. Arturo didn't do anything for 
the Sheriff to shoot at him. The Sheriff didn't even have the 
)right to be in the projects that night. 
i 
All we were doing is just having fun, celebrating a 
libirthday party that we had for Diane Reyes. 
I 
!I 
The reason I'm here is because I know and everybody 
!know here 
! 
here knows that there's racism behind the 
i/sheriff 's badges. Right now, this minute, there might be 
'r1 
:somebody else getting beaten or killed by a Sheriff of LAPD. 
'\ 
I'm not asking you just for me, but for the other 
~families that have lost someone they love to the Sheriffs. All 
1we want is an independent investigation. 
> 
We just want all the 
dirty Sheriffs to be thrown out of the force. That's all we're 
asking for. 
They already killed one of our loved ones. What else 
are they going to take away from us? You tell me that. 
Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: I have a very important question to 
ask you. 
You were there that night. 
MS. VARGAS: Yes, I was. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Did you see Arturo Jimenez hitting 
the officer with a flashlight in the face? 
2 
42 
MS. VARGAS: He didn't. He didn't do nothing. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: He didn't strike the officer with a 
flashlight? 
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face? 
question. 
MS. VARGAS: He didn't strike the officer. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: He didnt' strike the officer in the 
MS. VARGAS: No, he didn't. 
Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Excuse me, Senator Presley has a 
SENATOR PRESLEY: I was going to follow up to that. 
Did you see anyone strike anyone with a flashlight? 
MS. VARGAS: I didn't see nothing, because right 
after the shooting, I had run to Arturo, and my brother came and 
he took me inside the house. 
too much. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: So, right after the shooting 
MS. VARGAS: Right after the shooting. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: -- you weren't in a position to see 
MS. VARGAS: Yes. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: But up to the shooting, no one else 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
2X 
struck the officer with a flashlight? 
MS. VARGAS: I didn't see nobody getting his because 
I was in the house. No, before the shooting, nobody hit 
anybody. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Where were you standing that night? 
MS. VARGAS: I was with Arturo by the tree. 
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CHAIRMAN TORRES: Were you standing next to him? 
MS. VARGAS: Yes. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you very much. 
Mr. Gonzalez. 
MR. GONZALEZ: Well, what I'd like to say is what 
il 
'!happened that night should never have happened. What the 
I 
1
,officer did, he just came out of nowhere, and he came up to me, 
g 'i 
i,and he told me, "Get off the wall," where a party was at. And 
9 
10 
II 
12 
13 
i:he told me to get off the wall, and I got off the wall, went 
i: 
,, 
~across the grass. And he told me -- and I told the officer, 
'!: 
:,"What's wrong? Something wrong, officer?" 
He goes, "Who struck me? Who threw the bottle on my 
'!car?" I say, "I don't know what you're talking about. I just 
14 !I 
i!got here." And he goes, "Don't act dumb. Who threw the bottle 
' 15 
"on the car?" I said, II I don't know. 11 
l6 
So, he started telling me wrong things, you know, bad 
17 
,words and I don't want to say it. And then he got more madder 
IR 
;;and madder that I wouldn't answer his questions. 
!, 
19 
So, he just turned around, his head, and then he 
20 ! 
21 
22 
24 
25 
26 
27 
[struck-- he struck me with his left -- left hand, and that's 
!twhen I dropped on the floor. So, I was dazed for a couple of 
,
1
seconds on the floor, and Arturo Jimenez came, you know, to the 
::side. And he told the officer, "Why did you hit my homeboy 
,, 
I! 
'~for?" 
So, he keeps saying that, and the officer got scared, 
I guess, and more people on the porch, the porch behind my back 
' ;:and seen what happened. And he got -- he started backing up, 
28 [i 
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and he started putting his hand, putting it right on his gun. 
And then he started going back and back, and a couple of steps 
back he just pulled out his gun. He started waving it at 
everybody, like five, six of us. 
And then -- so, we started going backwards, and he 
started going backward at the same time. So, a couple steps 
more he took, that's when he shot three rounds and hit Arturo 
Jimenez. He just fell. 
So he, he got scared and panicked. He ran back. I 
10 
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~een when Arturo Jimenez fell, so I ran around the building to 
call the ambulance. But by the time I got to -- when I came 
back, I seen a lot of people already around Arturo Jimenez, and 
they were just crying and yelling, so I backed off. And I seen 
his face, and I, you know, I started crying, you know, so I 
backed up again. After a couple of minutes I came back, they 
had a car of back-ups, the sheriffs. 
So after that, I stayed away from a couple of 
minutes, and then some more back-ups came, and that's when 
~verything started happening. But I didn't see -- I didn't see 
~hat happened. I was in the background; I didn't see nothing. 
I just seen when the shooting happened, and that's all I could 
say. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Senator Presley has a question for 
,you. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: You saw the officer backing up with 
his hand on the gun? 
MR. GONZALEZ: Yeah, he was going like this, backing 
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CHAIRMAN TORRES: Why don't you stand up and show the 
" li ~~s 
, enator. 
il ,, 
MR. GONZALEZ: Backing up like this, and then a 
i.l 
~ouple of steps back, that's when he starting picking up his gun 
11 
lfnd started waving at everybody. 
[I 
II 
SENATOR PRESLEY: How many feet did he back up, 
i' 
~pproximately? Do you know? 
I 
MR. GONZALEZ: Eight -- eight or six steps. Six to 
1bight feet. 
[I 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Approximately, if you can give a 
:,guess, approximately how many people were out in front of the 
13 :: 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
20 
21 
:officer? 
MR. GONZALEZ: They were back of me, maybe five or 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Five or six? 
MR. GONZALEZ: Yeah. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Did any of them have any kind of a 
:reapon, any flashlight, or --
11 
MR. GONZALEZ: No, they were just there. They were 
~just -- they seen me when I got hit first. They ran when they 
22 'I 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
,saw the officer hit me in the face. They seen me, you know, 
drop, and then after Arturo Jimenez was telling them, "Why you 
11h. . h. 1 ; ~tt~ng ~m," more peop e came. 
\ 
II 
I SENATOR PRESLEY: Were any words being spoken? 
MR. GONZALEZ: No, just them two, just Arturo and the 
bfficer just talking. That's when the shooting became. 
46 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Nobody was threatening anybody? 
MR. GONZALEZ: No, they were just saying, "Why are 
you hitting him?" Why did he hit me for. 
4 
SENATOR PRESLEY: I'm talking about when the officer 
5 
was backing up. 
6 
MR. GONZALEZ: No, it was just looking at him. 
7 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Nobody was saying anything? 
MR. GONZALEZ: No, they're just backing up. He was, 
9 
like, looking at us and saying, "Get back. Get away, get away. 
10 
So, he just pulled out his gun. 
II 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Thank you. 
12 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you very much. 
MR. PAZ: Thank you, Senator. 
14 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Mr. Leo Alvarez. Welcome to the 
15 
icommi t tee, Mr. Alvarez . 
16 
MR. ALVAREZ: Thank you for inviting me. 
17 
My name is Leo Alvarez. I'm the youth advisor for 
IX 
the RAC, Ramona Gardens Advisory Council. 
19 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: So you're the youth advisor for the 
20 
Ramona Gardens Advisory Council? 
21 
MR. ALVAREZ: Yes. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: You were there that evening? 
MR. ALVAREZ: Yes, I was. 
24 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Did you see what the other two 
25 
witnesses have said they saw as well? 
26 
MR. ALVAREZ: I didn't see the shooting or the 
27 
struggle. 
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CHAIRMAN TORRES: At what point did you enter the 
'1scene of the murder? 
MR. ALVAREZ: When I heard the shots. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What did you do at that point? 
ifWere you at your horne? 
II 
" MR. ALVAREZ: I was across -- actually where I was, I 
~ould see Lancaster and Evergreen, and I could see them 
~arnrning where I was, and I could see the crowd. 
II 
II 
1 But I didn't hear no cars, speeding car that they 
ibaid 
I' 
passed by. 
'I 
:I 
I! 
I' 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Tell us what happened when you 
1~eard the shots and what you did. 
MR. ALVAREZ: When I heard the shots, I turned around 
,p.nd I seen two people on the floor. When I was getting closer, 
li 
::r found the first one I saw, he wasn't shot. He was, -like, 
':knocked out. I don't know what happened. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Was that George Gonzalez? 
MR. ALVAREZ: No, it wasn't. It was somebody else. 
When I got closer to Arturo, I noticed that he was 
~hot. So what I did, I sat next to him, and I -- the first 
thing I did was, I cleared an airway so he could breathe better 
il 
I, 
because he was -- his head was tilted. So what I did, I got his 
;i 
1head to turn, and I just cleared the airway. 
I' 
" 
j, 
And I noticed that he was bleeding too much, so what 
li 
1ti did, I took off my T-shirt, my white T-shirt, and I placed it 
:over his chest. I took off my T-shirt and placed it over his 
i richest. And he was still alive. 
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And I was telling this to the Sheriffs that, "Where's 
the ambulance at?" They told me that they called them already. 
But I actually didn't see -- I was in a house nearby. 
I just seen men. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Where was your cane at this time? 
MR. ALVAREZ: On my lap. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: On your lap. As you were trying to 
stop the bleeding of Mr. Jimenez, what happened at that point? 
MR. ALVAREZ: After when I found out he wasn't 
bleeding no more, and all of a sudden he stopped breathing. 
Where's the ambulance at? That's about ten minutes now already 
passed. And everything's so close, you know, it should -- the 
ambulance should be there in about three minutes. 
I was just, like, mad that they didn't try to call 
i the ambulance. The only person that I seen call the ambulance 
.was LAPD when they got there. 
So what happened later, somebody grabbed my cane, and 
I know it was a girl, had long hair. I knew when that struck 
the Sheriff 
--
so I grabbed it from her, and they sort of 
1
grabbed it, too, so I was still holding the cane. She let go, 
and I kept hanging on to it. That's when they figured that I 
.was trying to hit them with the cane. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What did they do at that point? 
MR. ALVAREZ: They hit me on both of my hands to let 
igo of the cane. I let go of the cane, and they threw me on the 
ground on my stomach, and had my arms like this. One of them 
.• kicked me here, and they had their foot on my face like this. 
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And two one of them came and stepped on me twice on the face. 
I mean, he didn't -- he didn't hit or anything. He wanted to 
just step on me. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: So at the time that the situation 
happened with the cane, you were trying to apply CPR to the 
victim? 
MR. ALVAREZ: Yes, yes. I got pulled away from him. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: The officers thought you were going 
to hit him with the cane? 
MR. ALVAREZ: Yes. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Is that what they said to you? 
MR. ALVAREZ: That's what they told me later in the 
substation when I got arrested. 
14 
15 
16 
17 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: So the Officer said later, after 
you were arrested, the reason you were arrested was that you 
!Were interfering with --
MR. ALVAREZ: Resisting arrest and obstruct 
18 
'obstructing an officer, something like that. It was a 148. 
19 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Why did the officer say he beat you 
20 
up while you were applying CPR to Mr. Jimenez? 
21 
MR. ALVAREZ: He said that I was trying to hit him 
22 
:~with my cane. 
23 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: That you were what? 
24 
MR. ALVAREZ: He said I was trying to hit him with 
25 
my cane. That's what he that was their excuse for them to 
26 
beat me up. 
27 
28 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Would you stand up, please, and 
50 
show us how the cane was in your lap? 
2 
MR. ALVAREZ: I was sitting down when that happened. 
3 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: You were sitting down. 
4 
MR. ALVAREZ: What happened was this, the person 
5 
grabbed it, was going to hit the officer. And I got it in the 
6 
middle. An officer grabbed this end,and she let go, and I'm 
7 
still hanging on like this. So then, that's when they pulled me 
away from him. That's when they hit me right here, to let go of 
~ 
10 
II 
12 
13 
the cane. And I got hit about four times, and that's when I let 
go. I hurted too much. 
So, when I let go, they came and they threw me on the 
:ground. And I was on my stomach, and one of them had my arm, 
this one, and another officer had his foot on my back. I was 
14 
15 
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already detained. I didn't need to get beat up. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: It's important for you to hold on 
to your cane; isn't it? 
MR. ALVAREZ: Yes, it is. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Tell us why. 
MR. ALVAREZ: I've had polio since I was eleven 
~) 
months old. I walked with a brace for the past six years. I 
21 
used to walk with crutches for about twelve years. 
I use my brace to walk upstairs, really, basically, 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
and to use leverage and balance. And I lose my balance very 
easy. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: That's why it was hard to let go of 
it? 
MR. ALVAREZ: Actually, yes, it was. 
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CHAIRMAN TORRES: Because it's part of you. 
MR. ALVAREZ: Yes. I don't leave horne without it. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you very much. 
Officer Kent Keyfauver, Officer Ramon Montijo, Police 
thief Sharon Papa from the Southern California Rapid Transit. 
,I 
II 
1
1 Officer Keyfauver, welcome to the committee. 
:! 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Begin. 
MR. KEYFAUVER: I don't have a prepared statement. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Can you describe the Hazard gang 
fnd its operation at Ramona Gardens for us? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: The Hazard gang, it's hard to 
describe in facts and figures. It's a fairly large gang in the 
!East L.A. area. They are involved in a lot of criminal activity 
!)in and outside of the projects. However, they're very -- a very 
1.tiistinct gang. 
I. 
Although they are involved in a lot of crime, they 
:1have a camaraderie within the gang itself. You could be burning 
'i 
:the house down effect with the crime, but you get the building 
ibp 
" 
effect with the camaraderie of the gang. It's a very 
family-oriented neighborhood and gang. 
There is no -- there's no true leader of the gang 
23 ' 
24 
25 
26 
28 
i· 
.ltself. It's basically run by influential senator-types. 
i1You' 11 have a series of them who carry a lot of weight in the 
' 
:j 
!;neighborhood. 
It's also further broken down into cliques, as they 
:1call it, or groups, each gang involving age groups within the 
il 
52 
clique itself. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Was Arturo Jimenez a member of that 
gang? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Yes, he was. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Did you consider him to be violent? 
6 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Uh, to myself, personally I can't 
7 
speak for my partner. He'll have to give you his answer-- I 
don't see that he was --would be considered a real violent, 
typical violent gang member, no. I didn't have that experience 
10 
with him. 
ll 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What is meant by the term 
2 
, "poaching"? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Poaching to me, in law enforcement, 
14 
means when a law enforcement agency enters into a neighborhood 
-- specifically speaking, it could be inner city, it could be 
16 
but of the city itself where they go into somebody else's 
17 jurisdiction, and goes in to find things to do, perhaps, not 
18 
with a specific mission. Kind of a wait and see, let's see what 
19 
happens, root out some problems. 
20 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Do you know the L.A. County 
21 
Sheriffs regularly poach at this housing project? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Uh, I don't think I can answer that, 
to tell you the truth. I -- they come in here. Their gang 
24 
come in here. 
25 
They have - they have reasons to come in here as far 
26 
as gang activity is concerned if they're OSS and their GIT team. 
27 
The Hazard gang is involved in crimes outside the 
2X 
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city area, sometimes drive-by shooting in the County area with 
opposing gang members. So, that would bring them in here for 
i 
j~pecific reasons. 
If they specifically poached, I did not honestly see 
5 I ;that. 
6 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: You are, under California law, 
7 "' 
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iponsidered a peace officer and allowed to carry a weapon? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Yes, sir. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: How do you patrol this area? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Well, we're specifically assigned to 
1this neighborhood. We're a community-based policing program. We 
~tarted here in Ramona Gardens when I was the first officer that 
,I 
II 
'~Nas involved in that program. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What does that mean? How do you 
,patrol it? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Well, it's mostly by foot, close 
1contact with the neighborhood and the tenants and the gangs that 
!!res ide here. That involves a number of different things. 
We-- basically it's a community-based system where 
interplay with social services and other law enforcement 
agencies, and other agencies such as parole, probation, City 
!!Attorney, District Attorney, to try and accomplish a -- not a 
'high profile type of traditional approach that's used, but more 
II 
!9f a building up of the neighborhood, trying to better the 
'i 
ii 
~eighborhood with different techniques, not specifically 
arrests. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: So arrest is not a high priority 
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for you? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Not in the entire scheme of things. 
Once you get into this neighborhood, you find that arresting is 
-- it's a numbers game, and it has a value, but then, in its 
,entirety as a system by itself, it's not very effective in this 
specific neighborhood. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What recommendations would you have 
for this subcommittee that we should take back to Sacramento 
regarding your experiences here in Ramona Gardens? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: I think that the inner city, and 
Ramona Gardens specifically, requires a different technique of 
policing than we're all accustomed to. 
I think that we need to learn who our people are that 
we're dealing with by name and by family, and who's in the 
i 
house, and what their lives are about. It gives you - it 
alleviates a lot of the problems that you would incur 
traditionally. Brutality, any complaints of abuse or anything 
,!else, seems to subside. 
It just -- it takes out a lot of the fear factor 
between you and the community. They get to know you, and you 
get to know them. And that face that they -- and that suit that 
they always see as the enemy, a lot of times you become an 
integral part of the community. You become a friend; you become 
an advisor or counselor. 
There's just endless things that you can do with this 
approach that you can't do when you're acting in that 
traditional manner, driving around in a car, waiting for a radio 
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:pall, or perhaps just waiting for somebody that you think needs 
to be dealt with, as they call it, "jacking up". 
It's a different system, community policing. It's 
i/hard to define. It's from community to community. It takes a 
~ot of flexibility. You have to know exactly the specific 
i 
1~roblems in your neighborhood. You have to identify those 
'things. And you have to stay there, and you have to deal with 
ithem. You just can • t come and go. You're part of the program. 
I1You accept them and they have to accept you or it doesn't work. 
i:We take one step forward, and so do they. 
I, 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: So, it's your feeling that the 
~etter the law enforcement operation knows a particular 
:community, the less threatening those members of that community 
:!might be to law enforcement, and vice-versa? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: I can specifically say that I started 
:working at the Housing Authority Police in 1984. I participated 
~in the traditional types of policing that we're all used to. I 
~~as an offender of abusive behavior when I first started. I was 
~part of it. It's something that we learned. 
I left this department for three years. I came back. 
:Things weren't the same to me, and I thought, well, unless I can 
participate in some other system of law enforcement, because 
~this is useless to me, I would have to leave. And somebody 
threw this community policing training program in front of my 
~face, and it seemed to open up a lot of doors. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: How many years have you been here 
in Ramona Gardens? 
56 
2 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Specifically assigned as a 
Development Resource Officer with the community policing program 
that we're talking about, just a little under two years. 
4 
5 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: You weren't on duty that evening? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Yes. 
6 
7 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: You were on duty that night? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: I was on duty. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Were you near the scene? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Yes. Not the shooting scene, but I 
() 
was on the outer perimeter of the project. 
ll 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Senator Presley. 
12 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Did you say you were formerly with 
1:\ 
14 
5 
l6 
7 
IX 
19 
LAPD? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: No, sir. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: .A. Sheriff? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: No sir. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Who? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: I didn't say I was formerly with 
anybody except the Housing Authority Police Department. 
20 
SENATOR PRESLEY: I thought you said that you'd been 
21 
in some organization where abuse seemed to be the standard and 
22 
you were part of it, left three years and came back. 
n 
MR. KEYFAUVER: I started at the Housing Authority 
24 
1984, and I worked there until 1986. I left for three years law 
25 
enforcement altogether. I came back to the Housing Authority 
26 
Police in June of 1989. 
27 
SENATOR PRESLEY: So the whole time has been 
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;Housing Authority? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: I had a short stint at the Orange 
'!Police Department, City of Orange in Orange County, about a 
;;six-week period, where I lateralled over, and I came back to the 
iHousing Authority. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Do you have jurisdiction for all 
'!kinds of crimes? If you had a homicide, does the Housing 
\Authority handle that? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: No, unfortunately, we don't. That's 
'.!handled by the Los Angeles Police Department. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Why is it unfortunate? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Because I would like to do that. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Why don't you? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Because we're not allowed to. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Why not? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: There are certain charters in the 
~ity and orders through the City that dictate what other police 
I 
18 i 
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departments can and cannot do. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Your jurisdiction is defined? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Jurisdiction is defined in the City 
f Los Angeles by the City of Los Angeles. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: And is the Housing Authority part 
:;of the City? 
MR. KEYFAUVER: No, it's not. It's a separate entity 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Who pays --
MR. KEYFAUVER: The money comes from HUD, I believe. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Federal? 
4 
58 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Well, not federal employees. It 
becomes privatized, I believe, when it reaches the City of Los 
;Angeles Housing. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: So, it sounds like, in a legal 
5 
6 
7 
8 
sense, the LAPD has jurisdiction here. 
MR. KEYFAUVER: I would guess you could say that, 
yes. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: And legally, the sheriff could 
probably have jurisdiction here? 
10 
MR. KEYFAUVER: I could see that they would probably 
II 
have a lot of legitimate reasons to come in. 
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SENATOR PRESLEY: I'm talking about legal 
j 
MR. KEYFAUVER: Yeah, they do. We all have legal 
jurisdiction. If we're in City or County, somehow, we're 
going to be involved in different parts of the area, even if 
it's not directly in our jurisdiction. I find myself outside o 
the housing project doing police work. 
In the State of California, we're a peace officer 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you very much. 
Ms. Papa. 
23 
MS. PAPA: My name is Sharon Papa. I am the Chief of 
24 
Police at RTD, the Transit Police Department. 
25 
Our officers also are in this community as well as 
26 
all of the communities that are RTD served. 
27 
RTD is very customer service oriented as is our 
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Police Department. Our officers number approximately 190 at 
this point, and we are currently expanding the Department. 
Our efforts have been focused on representing the 
r:communi ties. We've been targeting a lot of our recruiting 
fforts to represent the communities that we police. 
I don't really have a further statement, other than 
'
1to answer whatever questions you may have. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Senator Presley has led the effort 
,lin the Legislature as a former law enforcement official with 
kespect to recruitment and training. I'm sure he'd like to hear 
iwhat your feelings are on that subject matter. 
MS. PAPA: Recruiting, we've taken a real personal 
i! 
:iapproach to recruiting. We -- I personally interview every 
i 
~single candidate that we hire. I have that luxury, again, 
'because our Department numbers 200. 
The officers that we look for have to have good 
~interpersonal skills, lots of people skills. We tend to recruit 
ijin nontraditional jobs fairs. We don't focus strictly on law 
,, 
~enforcement job fairs. we have participated in health the 
!:health program, when they're looking for medical assistants, the 
1,
1 EMTs, we 've gone down there and recruited a longs ide. We 've 
II 
'recruited at community colleges. We're trying to get out into 
1
:nontradi tional types of atmospheres for law enforcement to 
i:recruit. 
We have targeted the area of East Los Angeles. We 
ij ~have been successful in bringing our Hispanic officer head count 
I! 
[I up to 32 percent of the Department, and we're very proud of 
il, 
60 
that. That took a lot of effort. 
2 
We're also working in the Black community in South 
3 
4 
5 
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7 
X 
Central L.A. to target those people. 
If you go into the communities, explain that 
they can do to make themselves a marketable candidate, a lot of 
them who may not be eligible right now can do things to make 
themselves more marketable a year down the road. We've been 
very successful in those efforts. 
l) 
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SENATOR PRESLEY: Do you do background 
investigations? 
MS. PAPA: We do complete background checks. We are 
a POST-certified agency. 
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SENATOR PRESLEY: Do you do psychological testing? 
MS. PAPA: Yes, we do. Our psychological profiling 
is also geared for a customer service oriented officer. The 
officer has to be able to be a part of the transportation 
,company, so our philosophies are basically customer service 
oriented. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Are your officers armed? 
MS. PAPA: Yes, they are. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: They have full powers of arrest? 
MS. PAPA: Yes, they do. Our primary mission is to 
protect the employees and passengers, patrons, of the Transit 
24 
25 
26 
~istrict, but they are state-certified police officers and can 
1take act 
or 
on emergency situations. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: So, your jurisdiction is on the bus 
yards? 
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MS. PAPA: At the bus stops, anywhere the buses go. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Have you had any problems with 
~xcessive force or abuse? 
ii 
:1, 
MS. PAPA: We have had -- in the history of -- the 
~epartment has been in existence approximately 14 years. There 
has been five on duty shootings in the history of the 
·I 
!Department, and brutality complaints average three to five per 
i: iYear. 
!! 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Were the shootings justified? 
MS. PAPA: Yes, they were. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: All five? 
MS. PAPA: Yes. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: And the other acts, were any of 
~hem criminally prosecuted? 
MS. PAPA: No, none of them. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Did you say you have about 200? 
MS. PAPA: That's correct. 
SENATOR PRESLEY; I guess it's a lot easier for 200 
I 9 ,: 
ijthan for 8, 000. 
:w 
MS. PAPA: You can do much more personal approach 
21 
:when you've got that many officers. 
22 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Thank you very much. 
23 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Did you participate in the 
24 
:Christopher Commission to make recommendations regarding the 
25 
!'techniques that you use in recruitment and training? 
26 
MS. PAPA: No, I did not. 
27 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Do you plan to make recommendations 
28 
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to the County of Los Angeles regarding your recruitment and 
training techniques? 
MS. PAPA: We weren't going to make formal 
:recommendations. I've been talking to the RTD Board of 
Directors, of which Councilman Alatorres is a member of that. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Percentage-wise, you said you had 
five shootings? 
MS. PAPA: That's correct. 
SENATOR PRESLEY: Two hundred officers. Percentage-
wise, say, compared with the LAPD or Sheriff, how would that 
rate? Do you have any idea? 
MS. PAPA: I honestly don't know what the percentage 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you very much. 
Mr. Ramon Montijo do you want to add anything to 
what's said already? 
MR. MONTIJO: No, ir. I don't have any prepared 
statement. I'd be willing to answer any questions you have. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Do you agree with Mr. Keyfauver 
we need to have different approaches in terms of law 
in Ramona Gardens? 
MR. MONTIJO: Yes, sir. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What kind of approaches would you 
recommend to the committee? 
MR. MONTIJO: Probably more of a personal nature, 
like my partner stated earlier. Like my partner stated earlier, 
we of the community. It's something that I've done 
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for many, many years. It's a philosophy I've always held, treat 
,them the way I would want to be treated if I was in their shoes. 
[
1 In 20-some years of law enforcement, I haven't been wrong in 
'I I 
!!that respect. 
I believe law enforcement is taking a beating. Law 
I' !i i!enforcement has to change, more orientated [sic], not them 
i! 
iagainst us, but being part of a community, whether we're out on 
I, 
,i 
,ithe street, whether we're in the projects, whether we're in 
I' 
lidowntown Los Angeles or any other city. 
II 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What needs to change? I grew up in 
:,Boyle Heights and East L.A., and things haven't changed that 
I' 
:~uch in respect to this issue. 
II 
It's gotten worse. 
i! 
What specific recommendations would you bring forward 
~that might make a difference, that might change? 
MR. MONTIJO: Possibly training officers to be a 
,little more sensitive to the community and to the people they 
i'Serve. We are a service orientated [sic] organization, and we 
j:should try to follow those rules that we are here to serve the 
:1 ,, 
l,lpublic. The public is not here to serve us. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Do you think that's possible? 
MR. MONTIJO: Anything is possible, sir. It's 
difficult, but it is possible. 
One of the biggest problems is attitude. We have to 
1change our attitude. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: We've been trying to change 
attitudes for a long time. I think it's going to take more than 
just changing attitudes. I think it's going to be along the 
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1 that Senator Presley has been working on in terms of 
and training, in terms of Ms. Papa articulating 
earlier where the recruitment is going, that we need to search 
out for fferent types of people to be in law enforcement. 
Do you agree with that? 
MR. MONTIJO: Yes, but also it's society has changed 
so much that it's -- it's very, very difficult to find the prime 
candidate for law enforcement, male or female. 
I remember years ago one of the things -- one of the 
questions we were asked: Have you ever taken any dope, any 
narcot s? Of course, that was a negative. 
Nowadays they ask you: How often have you 
icipated in smoking or taking any type of drugs. 
Our society has changed, and it's very difficult. 
How do you change that? Training, education, the family unit 
have gone down the tubes. We don't have any more family unity. 
We t have any more rel We just don't participate in 
those things. 
As I say, society is the big factor. That has to 
,changed. We have to teach society again. We have to teach 
ourselves. And maybe in that respect we can find those 
recruits. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: How many years have you served 
in Ramona Gardens? 
MR. MONTIJO: I've been working with Kent here now 
for about a year, a little over a year, in and out in the last 
eight with the Housing Authority. Quite a few years in 
2 
4 
5 
6 
7 
9 
10 
II 
12 
13 
14 
IS 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
65 
·and out. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you very much. 
Carol Watson, Antonio Rodriguez, Raul Ayala, Virginia 
Reid, Ben Benvenides. 
We're going to give the court reporter just a few 
minutes to rest your fast fingers. 
[Thereupon a brief recess was taken.] 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Come back to order. 
Ms. Carol Watson, Attorney. I know you have to 
leave, and Mr. Benvenides has to leave as well, so we'll get you 
out of here. 
MS. WATSON: Thank you very much. 
I'm the President of the Los Angeles Chapter of the 
National Lawyers Guild, and I appear here today on their behalf 
and on behalf of the Southern California Coalition for Civil 
,;Rights. 
,. 
I would like to echo the requests that have been 
:·made for an independent commission to review the practices of 
the Sheriff's Department. I think Sheriff Block's appointment 
of a commission, hand-picked, shows his disdain for the 
community, for the community's opinion, and I think that it's a 
sham and an effort to further cover up the misconduct that is 
prevalent in his department. 
I would like to suggest some remedies that should be 
dealt with on state level. I think that it is very necessary to 
appoint a special prosecutor to prosecute police crimes. The 
district attorneys, not only in this county but statewide, have 
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themselves unwilling to prosecute police crimes where 
warrants They are dependent upon local police to 
their cases, to investigate their cases, to be 
ses their cases, and they do not have the 
that is necessary to prosecute police crimes. 
So, legislation would enact a statute appoint 
ial prosecutor to do job, I think, would go a long 
sec 
ent 
deterring pol crime. 
Another thing promotes police 
with which citizen complaints of police misconduct 
The Penal Code needs to be amended to eliminate 
adheres to pol -- to complaints of lice 
Officers are very confident in their misconduct 
s 
will be done about , that it will not be discovered 
because there is secrecy. No other profess is 
to that kind of sec concerning their misdeeds. 
1 in fact, when they engage in misconduct, 
their professional journal. 
citizenry and the community should be able to 
a source find out which police off are the worst. 
1 
Sheriff, 
lawsuit 
Another source of information that should be 
to community that is not, and that the 
fact, hides from himself are the claims that are 
to be filed person who intends to file a 
state law. Those claims are a matter of public 
the County of Los Angeles the Board of 
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Supervisors enters all information from these claims on a 
:computer, except the name of the deputy. And what that does is 
I 
ibakes it virtually impossible, not only for the community to 
ij 
!]find out how many times an officer has engaged in misconduct, 
II q 
;ibut it protects the Sheriff from that information as well. He 
~an easily say, "I cannot find out how many times this Sheriff 
:has been accused misconduct," because it's too hard to find 
Hthe information. 
The fact is, years ago, the Sheriff used to have an 
ji 
lindex by the name of the deputy, and that index was destroyed. 
I I 
:1r had a captain from the Sheriff's Department on the witness 
stand who admitted they ordered that index destroyed. That way, 
;lno one knows now many claims have been logged against individual 
li 
1ideputies. 
Those are things that can be dealt with by 
legislation by the State Legislature, and should be. We need to 
~ave some air and some light on this problem. 
Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you, Ms. Watson. 
Mr. Rodriguez. 
MR. RODRIGUEZ: Yes, good morning. 
Mr. Chairman, honorable members, I thank you for the 
opportunity to speak today and to present testimony before you, 
and for the steps you have taken to investigate the killing of 
Arturo Jimenez at the hands of Los Angeles County Deputy 
[Sheriffs, and the broader aspects of law enforcement's policies, 
;procedures and practices. I hope that as part of your 
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considerations, your findings and recommendations, you take a 
look at the racism in the ranks of the 
department, top to bottom. Racism plays a fundamental role 
unequal enforcement of law, and brutality, and peace 
officer-involved shootings. 
But before I continue, I was just reading that 
Amnes International has announced that it will investigate 
law enforcement in Los Angeles. It is about time. It is time 
our soc accepts the fact that torture is practiced in the 
United States. That police abuse is our home-grown, our own 
of torture. Unjustif beatings which go beyond the f 
in frustrations, or to subdue a person, constitute 
torture. 
In the experience of Mexican people, all the Latinos 
African-Americans, beatings ly take place out of: racism 
to people for style of dress, such as if someone is 
identif as a gang member because of the dress, whether or not 
he's one; because of the of offense people are suspected o 
having committed; people who demand respect for their rights 
when are approached by ficers; officers looking for a 
f such as in Jimenez shooting. 
So, in the overwhelming amount of cases, what you're 
at is officers punishing people for being who they are 
or for suspected of having committed a crime. That is 
torture. 
The Rodney King beating was torture. The killing of 
killing of , were executions. It is 
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'form of torture. It is time our society accepts the fact that 
,, 
~e have it at home rather than somewhere else in the Third 
1
iworld, as we usual like to say, and our President likes to 
I 
1italk about, other regimes having to stop torture. 
The other question that I wanted to raise is a 
civilian review board. I have been an attorney for 18 years, 
! 
I and most of those I have handled these types of cases. 
:For the last -- and because of fear, because of personal 
I! 
i)reasons, bodies such as the County Board of Supervisors are 
': 
,' 
ilafraid to take significant steps to end discrimination, 
discriminatory enforcement of the law. 
We would take significant steps on the road to remedy 
,ithose ills if state law was enacted to mandate the establishment 
:of local elected civilian review bodies to handle and 
1investigate complaints for misconduct. Such boards would take 
'US far in our efforts to ensure accountability of peace officers 
:to the public. Without such accountability, unjustifiable and 
highly questionable killings of members of the public by peace 
I! I! 
,:,officers, brutality and racism will continue unchecked. 
I! 
But even without civilian review boards, I think I 
]want to add my name to those as a member of the National Lawyers 
i 
II 
'
1Guild, the Police Malpractice Lawyers, and also the Mexican 
,'American Bar Association, I want to add my name to those 
24 1 
i;suggestions that have already been made, which are: end the 
25 I! 
:!secrecy of police complaint records, and open up, develop, 
26 
27 
~actually, central indexes in the state, not only on the local 
I' 
I 
level, to make sure that claims, that complaints, that lawsuits 
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are readily identifiable. 
es 
Let me suggest some specific steps. Determine what 
procedure --
by the Sheriff's 
example, in Los Angeles 
fice to investigate citizens' 
complaints for misconduct steps taken to make it 
to the pubic in writing. Section 832.5 of the Penal 
requires law enforcement agencies to establish a procedure 
to investigate citizens' aints for misconduct and to make 
the 
on 
Sect 
lable to the public in writing. 
However, in the case of the Los Angeles County 
ff's Office, there are numerous complaints by victims of 
ff abuse, that 
the complaints, and 
had no knowledge about how to 
when they went to a Sheriff's 
were refused information about the procedure or 
to le the complaint, or the desk deputy or sergeant 
refused to accept 
This body also 
complaint. 
investigate what steps the 
ff's Off has instituted to follow the mandates o 
.5. This body should consider amending it to 
minimum state 
publ 
requirements for the procedure to 
and to make the written procedures 
example, public service 
And I would like to make my testimony part of the 
I would like just to also suggest to amend Section 
832.7 to s allow presence of a complainant during 
pursuant to a complaint for misconduct. 
71 
Complainants are not allowed to be present during 
2 
,interviews of witnesses, and we are not allowed to be present 
3 j, 
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iiduring the interview of officers. 
Amend Section 832.5 to make the actual record of the 
filing of the complaint a public record. 
Enact law to mandate the creation of a state central 
index of complaints for misconduct, claims for damages and 
i: !lawsuits. 
And finally, mandate the creation of local law 
1enforcement indexes by individual officers to keep records of 
,, 
::1 
!reports where officers claim offenses against peace officers and 
,when they used violence in effecting an arrest. 
There are officers who file inordinate amounts of 
:'cases, listing themselves as the victims in cases of interfering 
~with the duties of an officer, resisting arrest, or assault 
battery on an officer. The local law enforcement agencies do 
.not keep individualized indexed records of such reports. 
Because these are usually cases where an officer uses violence 
against a citizen, maintaining such records would help in 
identifying officers who become involved too often in using 
~violence against members of the public, and who may have a 
propensity to use violence against the public. It may be found 
,;that officers with a large number of complaints for misconduct 
:ialso file a high number of these type of cases, whether or not 
the citizen involved files a complaint. 
Thank you very much. I'd like to make this part of 
the record. 
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and torture, and the type of things that were enumerated by 
Mr. Antonio Rodriguez earlier. We're not going to take it any 
more. 
I ask for independent study, a research -- a 
~committee report done, and I mean independent prosecutor. That 
is the key here, independent. There's been too much cover-up, 
and cover-up crime. When the chief, Mr. Block, is 
making statements like he has the past about minorities and 
'not having independent prosecutors before, what makes you think 
that he is going to investigate squarely, fairly, and with 
fparity this time? No way. 
That's why I appreciate you, Senator Torres, to 
continue this. If you do develop a law, it must be statewide, 
.as you probably know, because this is nothing. This pales in 
~comparison to what's happening in the Salinas Valley, what's 
'happening in the great valley of the San Joaquin, Fresno. 
Currently in Fresno, just two weeks ago, the 
)Sheriff's Department came out with 20 dogs just two weeks ago 
,!because our people questioned why a rodeo didn't have all 
functions, and they wanted their money back. So that right now 
-- Channel 21 can give you the video -- how you can see Gestapo 
type tactics of dogs biting our people, and that is ridiculous. 
It's also happening in Tulare County, and it's also 
happening in any agricultural valley where you have migrant 
workers that want to make a living, and we've been so loyal 
the system, and we say no more. Ya basta. That is ridiculous. 
I think that now is the time to call not only a 
so s 
must 
're 
6 
a resident f Fresno, but 
s 
make the 
a use 
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'investigations, with independent prosecutors, and recommend 
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The and of law enforcement 
:california throughout the U.S. a reflection of u.s. 
';corporations, inst the government. For instance 
!!the savings and loan frauds, banks laundering drug money, Iran 
Contra-Gate 1 Street insider trading, HUD 
!i 
'ikickbacks, the Pentagon's inflated contracts, and Noriega's CIA 
',collusion are all being acted out L.A. Sheriffs. They're 
!stealing drug monies, stealing drugs, stealing senior citizens' 
jcredit cards, setting up drug pushers, and in the case of Ira 
~Reiner, using jail house snitches for lying under oath to 
ij 
lachieve a high conviction rate from biased judges. 
I 
But the most insidious result of this breakdown of 
justice and is the ruthless and cold-blooded way in 
which Mexican and African youths are being hunted down and 
killed like wild game by the Sherif and the LAPD, to whom 
Black or Brown youth is fair game. The social and economic 
genocide of inner city minorities is pushing our young 
'lucrative drug trade. nature, human instinct, to band 
together for survival and social purposes in this hostile 
environment is not seen in that context by society, who labels 
them gang members. The perfect target and scapegoat for racist 
out of control Sheriffs. 
The need to belong to social groups is inherent 
all humanity. Our youth are no different. Consider the case of 
the Sheriff's gangs -- the Vikings, the Cavemen-- who have 
ails and 
the 
1 
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.. law for the millions of Africans who fear and 
2 
distrust the law, deputies. If this 
3 
isn't done, right to call f 
4 
democracy 
5 
Thank 
6 
CHAIRMAN 
7 
I'd l to l Crotty Helen Herrera. 
Please come 
9 
10 
REV. CROTTY: Thank 
II 
My name is I'm Associate Pastor at 
12 
St. Vincent De Los Angeles. I 
for a primarily immigrant Latin Americans. 
14 
On the night 3rd, Freddy Santana was shot 
15 
lby two Los Angeles pol off our of 2ls 
!6 
and Toberman. Two ses come forward to me our 
17 
community to s that on the ground 
IX 
·:hands on his head. None of ses saw Freddy make 
19 
,moves that would lead pol in cold blood. 
20 
police al , that he had a starter 
21 
pistol and made a towards his , leading them to 
22 
:believe he would shoot. Our witnesses never saw a starter 
,pistol, nor the threatening gesture. What they saw in 
24 
;possession was a can of spray paint from which he sniffed fumes 
25 
his tape recorder, a 
26 
A key s present that night volunteered to 
police the information he saw. taking 
2?1 
7 
came 
meet on 
moves 
7 
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4 REV. 
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Helen Herrera. 
MS. HERRERA: My name is Helen Herrera. I'm here on 
.behalf of my sister, the Ortiz family. 
!: 
I'm sure you've all heard that my nephew was gunned 
'· 
,k:l.own 
,, 
after being chased by the Sheriff's Department in Artesia. 
:i 
'!And they said the car was stolen, which it wasn't, we found out, 
I[ 
i:and they shot him. 
Our biggest complaint is, the Sheriff's Department 
didn't do anything to save his life. This is what we, as a 
1
:family, do not understand. He's 15 years old, and he drowned in 
They had already shot him three times. 
There has to be some way that the Sheriff's 
·' 
'Department has to stop these shootings. This was a 15 year old 
poy. He should not have died. 
When I went to see him after he was released from 
Coroner's Office, his face was not destroyed. The bullet came 
,from here and went out through here. He drowned. All they had 
,'to do was turn him around. Instead, they handcuffed him, left 
~im on the ground, and he bled on his own blood -- drowned, 
,excuse me. All they had to do was turn him around, cut his 
'~ipe, and he would have lived. All he would have needed was 
~onstruction in his mouth. That was it. 
::here. 
'· !i 
Why didn't they do this? I mean, something's 
The P.D., Sheriff, our system is really getting out 
of hand. What I've heard here, I'm shocked. I never I would 
j; 
'!hear so many complaints about our system. 
have 
f I 
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and he was going to attack the Sheriff's Department. That's why 
they shot him ten times, they shot him. Just only one shot 
!i 
1!-would have doe it, whatever, you know. But ten times in the 
II ,, 
[
1
face 1 on his body, or his legs and everywhere. 
il 
But all we want to do is have justice. I mean, we 
idon't want these things that happen to us to happen to somebody 
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;else. To us, it's been very hard, these past two years, you 
,)know. We're just waiting for justice, and i hope whatever we 
I, 
1lsay here 
I' 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Mr. Belmontez, what community do 
!iYOU live in? 
MR. BELMONTEZ: We live in San Dimas. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: How old was your son? 
MR. BELMONTEZ: He was 23 -- 27 and a half. 
Ever since we lost him, nothing has been the same. 
We cannot have no party, no nothing. Because he was always 
1!there, you know. And now, you know, if we threw a little party 
:iand suddenly we know he's not coming home, you know. We turn 
'I 
,I 
;faround, he ' s not there anymore. 
So, we just -- we just want to get justice. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: What happened to the peace officer 
:i 
l: Mho shot your son? 
MR. BELMONTEZ: They say -- all they do is just 
!!change to one -- one police department to the other one. 
r! 
I 
!iwhat they probably do. 
That's 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Did you make a complaint with the 
~Sheriff's Department? 
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MR. 
, we 't 
: We 
no 
something going, you know, 
done. 
the 
CHAIRMAN TORRES 
ff's Department 
You're not satisfied with the way 
your complaint? 
MR. BELMONTEZ: No. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: you made a formal complaint 
ff's 
MR. BELMONTEZ: 1, to me, we've got -- I don't 
to a 
care of 
is talking. I mean, he's 
""""-"·'-~ , you know . 
one 
But we came over 
We've been 
about 
CHAIRMAN 
Belmontez. 
[Speaking 
without even knowing, just to 
for almost two years, we 
they did to them, or nothing. 
appreciate you coming here 
Interpreter, 
MAURICIO SUAREZ ] 
MS. : My name is Soledad Belmontez. 
ten 
t I 
son was killed, I 
Because 
on June 20th of '89 in San 
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85 
,kill my son, and they don't even want to give a report of what 
;nappened there. I need the attorney to ask for it for me. 
,, 
They left him laying down from 8:30 in the evening 
!I 
1
pntil 11:30, laying down two steps away from my house, without 
li 
~~overing him. And they would not let me go into my house. The 
!bolice took possession of my house. 
And in two years and four months since this has 
:/happened, I don't see that they're doing anything. Because they 
I 
I 
:iare at home, I called the doctor soon after they shot him 
;I, 
i 
1pecause the ambulance was not coming. And they would not let 
1;the doctor touch the body of my son. 
I 
And the name of the officer is Mike Brown. He was an 
~merican, not a Mexican. He took my son's life away, and I 
i 
' ~elieve that that's just racism. They don't like us. Because 
~~y son has not had a bad record, neither did they find drugs on 
his body. 
All I'm asking for is justice. Because I raised him 
for 27 and a half years with this foot. To the age of 23 was 
,, 
I, 
!:When I took him in to have this foot fitted, and the only 
~hat remains for me of him are his photos. And I'm asking for 
Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Dr. Gloria Romero, Dr. Jaime 
(!Regalado. 
DR. ROMERO: Good afternoon. 
First of all, I want to commend you for bringing 
)~together this subcommittee. 
ji 
I think it's a very important 
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subcommittee, we look 
the 
to continuing to work with you 
sues that have been raised in today to 
Pro 
col 
60 
study 
att 
CaL 
look 
,it's 
1 
s 
CHAIRMAN You are President of the Hispanic 
to the Los Angeles Police Department? 
DR. ROMERO: Right And I'm also an Assistant 
sor of Psychology at 
The first thing 
. State L.A. 
I want to say is that we have 
powerful testimony this morning to some 
widespread bigotry and racism within the ranks 
Los Angeles and statewide. 
As a researcher at University, myself and a 
, Dr. Desdemona , shortly after the Rodney King 
involved an analysis of 
enforcement. We surveyed over 
of Latinos, Mexican and Salvadoran 
Americans Asian and White. It is the only 
h 
We 
a survey 
towards 
ively examined students' 
enforcement. 
on , especially at a place like 
L.A., we look at the statistics, if we 
at cases, if we've listened to the testimony presented 
youth of 
, even a 
f 
we f 
's primary working class youth, 
who are more likely to have a 
confrontation, encounter, with a 
The findings are not very 
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:;heartening. Indeed, I have put together a complete report, and 
,:I will make this available to you. 
First of all, we find a very widespread perception 
1: ~hat police officers do discriminate against people they do not 
~ike based on skin, national origin, race or creed: 88 percent 
rQf African American students felt that police officers 
I' 
~~iscriminate; 70 percent of Asian and Latino students; 67 
j, 
~percent of White students. This is an incredibly high figure. 
~~n incredibly high level of distrust in law enforcement today. 
,, 
ii 
:! 
And if you cannot expect to be treated equally when 
~~ou have an encounter with a police officer, this begins to set 
,[ 
ii 
iia stage for some very serious misgivings which may follow. 
i! 
We asked the students if they thought -- if they were 
!tarrested, if they would be treated fairly. Again, the findings 
i: 
;; 
1rare very dismal: 65 percent of the African American students 
1isaid no. If I am arrested, I will not be treated fairly by a 
:Los Angeles police officer. The figures, while they dropped for 
the others, are still rather disconsoling: 45 percent of White 
~students said no, I don't expect to be treated fairly; compared 
il 
II 
' 't ii 0 ii 
43 percent of Latino, and 40 percent of Asian student. 
These are serious issues which law enforcement and 
!I 
~the State Legislature needs to address. I think there are 
~reasons for this, this vast level of distrust. I think if you 
!l 
:take a look at it, there's been basically a great concern over 
,, 
! 
,, 
!\violence in out communities, and that includes in the violence 
in the ranks of law enforcement. 
Since 1979, for example, here in Los Angeles County, 
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88 
477 deputy-involved shootings: 174 have been 
in one instance was a officer 
a short eight months, out of 174 
That's an amaz igure. 
If we take a look at many of the issues which 
us here today, there's a great concern over shooting by 
ial 
off 
ic 
is a 
t~ f 
li 
the off 
encounter. 
1 
ffs, but also other LAPD officers. There's a 
pol with respect to the training of police 
Under what conditions can a shot be fired? 
I reviewed the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Manual 
Procedures as 
It 
weapon. But 
1y 
, "I thought 
pertain to shooting. I found 
ly asserts that a weapon, a gun 
, we are seeing the trends over 
justification being given by 
had a weapon. I was afraid for 
is a ective perception on the part of 
It's a very ective, I would say, excuse. 
I think we need to at the State Legislature, address 
the use weapons in any type of an 
now is of the County Sheriff's 
we are through LAPD shooting reports as 
1. We're a 
student 
I 
We need more definition. 
part 
f 
problem, too, following the 
shooting report. Again, in the 
, we asked students about their confidence in how 
l officers were in the filing of their reports: 
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I 
'go percent of African American students indicated that they 
believed that police officers make up facts when they file their 
~reports in order to protect themselves from lawsuits; and that 
·'· 
II 
,,furthermore, they do this not only to protect themselves, but to 
I 
: 
:cover-up the corrupt practices of other officers. 
This figure of 90 percent is followed by 68 percent 
i,of Latinos indicating that they do not believe in the 
,credibility of pol reports, followed by 55 percent of 
1
students, and lastly, 54 percent of Asian students. We're st 1 
looking at over 50 percent of the participants indicating they 
!
1
do not believe that a police report is credible. 
li 
:! And I think towards this end, we're seeing, 
I 
i ~especially in the Madera Heights instance in particular, that 
jshooting reports are too vague, once again. 
Again, I would encourage the State Legislature, move 
towards recommendations that were suggested earlier, especial 
,by Samuel Paz, in the questioning, in the filing of evidence 
:involved in shootings. I would advocate that it would be 
.,mandatory for shooting rollout teams to go upon the scene 
il 
:immediately, which is not practiced at all times. 
' 
I would encourage that the actual form itself be 
22 ilstandardized. In the Madera Heights shooting, we found that 
officer said something like, "There was a scuffle, and we 
24 hoot him. And yet, as we began to uncover the evidence, we 
25 )have found out that not only did they, quote-unquote, 
26 
shoot him", they shot him nine times, and they shot him, at 
27 
I least apparently from the autopsy report, in the 
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of 
issue. 
and 
is 
, or 
substances 
as we 
's not 
So, I 
lature take a 
90 
luded in the shooting report. 
that the shooting report -- the 
at this, because this is really 
that we have as we decide to file 
So, that report now is entirely too vague; 
I believe it's one of the primary reasons why none 
73 other shootings L.A. County were ever 
I think we to give a lot of attention to this 
Two other issues I just want to indicate. 
to the 
I want to add our 
0 f 
to 
The 
us. 
Bar Assoc 
invo 
s. I 
media makes 
of 
what we 
We want to 
a 
substances so 
for independent civilian review 
to that. It's necessary. 
issue that ourselves and the 
are very strongly in favor of 
a shooting should automatically 
presence, the trace, of alcohol 
•s a very important point. 
big thing about traces of 
ings, as though there's something 
would like to see is greater 
see officers subjected to mandatory 
this information can 
Finally, just the last point is that councils are the 
creation o state , and we would like to see, on 
Council of the L.A. Pol f Hispanic 
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~:commission, we want to lend support to the formation of an 
;'I 
independent commission to fully investigation not only the 
~!Arturo Jimenez case, but all of the operations of the Sheriff's 
':Department. 
Thank you. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Dr. Romero, do you feel that the 
i. 
County Board of Supervisors is not the appropriate vehicle to do 
;:that, or they are unwilling or unable to do it? 
DR. ROMERO: I think they are unwilling. We're 
1
1
going to keep pushing until they do. 
I think what we need to do is to keep pushing not 
:only the County Board of Supervisors, but Sherman Block, the 
,,State Legislature. We have also contacted the U.S. Commission 
i 
1
:
1
on Civil Rights to say that all jurisdictions need to be 
I, 
finvol ved in this very timely and important concern. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you. 
Dr. Regalado. 
DR. REGALADO: As you know, I'm Dr. Jaime Regalado, 
:i ~the Director of the Pat Brown Institute at Cal. State L.A. 
The Pat Brown Institute -- it's not the Jerry Brown 
'Institute, by the way, it's the Pat Brown Institute --
CHAIRMAN TORRES: We know the difference. 
DR. REGALADO: Not everybody does, unfortunately. 
But it's interested in providing various venues, 
~research venues as well as open forums, on cutting edge issues 
"that are affecting California's political subdivisions in 
jl • ~reg1ons like Southern California. 
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One of the concerns that we have as a research 
on a c 1 
basical to and 
. State L.A. is that governments 
all of its various citizens 
,noncitizens alike. So, we're very concerned with governance, 
but we're so concerned community well being. And there 
we see a great divide oftentimes when we're referencing law 
enforcement agencies, particularly in Southern California, and 
as well as Latino communit , as well as African American 
as well. 
As several of speakers have testified here 
nothing new. The Jimenez tragedy, the Hamilton tragedy, 
assoc tragedies that we ve been discussing, are quite ol.d, 
a matter of fact, if you back 40 and 50 years in terms of 
Latino and African American 
and their relationship with law enforcement 
Much of documented. Colleagues of mine up 
the state at dif universities -- Barerra in 1972, 
Acuna at Cal. State Northridge in the 1970s, several other 
in Los 
bas 
as soc 
more recently in the mid and late 1980s -- have 
, of 
on the 
It's 
celebrating 
ice 
on democratic rights, what should be 
living in barrios and the 
of law enforcement agencies. 
to me that, while the West 
dismantlement of the KGB and 
Soviet Union 
internal surveillance organizations in the 
labels like they've been very suspicious, 
c secretive, oppressive, we've heard those same 
93 
~ries and refrains in Latino as well as African American 
2 
communities for the past 40 and 50 years. 
Now, any notion of democracy and democratic rights, 
4 ~: 
!
1
and we I ve been hearing a lot about that in terms of the breaking 
5 !~ut for freedom in Eastern Europe, underscores in a community a 
6 
,~People must have the right to be represented, must have the 
7 1 1 ~ights of access to political bodies, and must be assured their 
10 
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~ccountability linkages in place. 
I' 
Well, the Latino community has struggled long and 
'nard in Southern California to attain the kind of political 
i; 
,representation that coalition politics, eventually resulting in 
,, 
ii 
~he passage of voting rights legislation in the mid 1950s, has 
imade possible. That representation on the City Council, the 
'county Board of Supervisors at long last, has made direct access 
more possible, too, on the part of communities of color, most 
,specifically Latino communities. 
However, with respect to accountability of linkages 
,:with law enforcement agencies, they still do not exist. And so 
I 
II 
'Me 
!i 
still have secretive, rather clandestine organizations that 
,do not have to pass accountability muster in communities of 
color. And all of us are very, very concerned with that. 
So, democratic rights, the struggle is still on for 
,them in communities of color, but until we have accountability 
!ibuil t into the structures -- and I 1 m very thankful, I think all 
'I 
liof us are very thankful, irrespective of what side that we're 
\!on, for this committee 1 s investigation, and we 1 re talking on the 
27 li 
~art of the State Senate. And hopefully, something will come 
28 
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1 breech this wide divide and lack of 
of law enforcement practices in our communities 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you, Doctor. 
Our last panel of witnesses are: Manuel Avila, UNO 
Police Watch; John Brown, Executive Director of Los 
Angeles Centers for Alcohol 
Travezo, Committee for Just 
Drug Abuse; and Dolores 
and a Civilian Police Review 
recent 
'S 
MS. HEPPE: My name is Carol Heppe, and I'm the 
of the Police Watch, formerly known as the Police 
Lawyer Referral Service. 
For over ten we've been counseling victims of 
in our communities, and I just want to share some 
s with you the Sheriff's Department. 
Last , we received 508 complaints against the 
, and the first seven months of this 
year, we've already received 82. So, as you can see, there is 
an 
And we f 
problem of pol 
will be 
last year. 
misconduct in our communities. 
sing the number of complaints we 
we receive range anywhere from 
to brutal beatings and deaths by police off 
guns or means. Most police abuse victims who come to our 
off come from poor and working class neighborhoods. 
Statistics in our off show that 85 percent meet federal 
ines. 
95 
Our statistics also show that a disproportionate 
number of victims of police abuse are males from the African 
,!American and Hispanic community, generally in their 20s and 
4 'I 
,;early 30s. 
5 
It's also important to note that the type of abuse 
6 
perpetrated against males of African American and Hispanic 
7 
11
communities is generally more severe than the injuries suffered 
8 i[ 
i:by White victims of police misconduct. 
One of the consistent problems we hear from victims 
10 
1iof police abuse is, within the complaint procedure, when they 
I I ~ i 
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:;want to go to the Sheriff's Department or the police department 
in their community to make out a complaint against an officer, 
:they're definitely dissuaded from filing that complaint. 
I! 
They 
' )may be told many, many things other than being kept there to 
II 
,wait. If they don't speak English, they're sent away because 
there's no one who speaks Spanish or their language in the 
department who can take their complaint. 
The police officer may run their name through a 
1icomputer, and if there's any outstanding warrants, these 
I' 
:\complainants may be immediately incarcerated. If -- they're 
" !! 
ii 
~arned that if they are illegally in this country and they file 
II 
~a complaint against an officer, they will -- the police 
" 
II 
"department or the Sheriff's Department will notify the 
'I 
::rmmigration Services, and they, will be deported. And they're 
II 
II 
also informed that if they file a false statement, that the 
:Police officer can sue them in a civil court of law. 
This is why we believe that the procedures for 
9 
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is 
s 
an 
that 
to 
an off 
in 
inadequate and weighed 
we support a civilian review 
body to make their 
96 
t 
into the off And the igation 
is 
a use 
we 
off 
weighed 
we know 0 
superior officers. So again, the 
the victim all along the 
code of silence. We've 
the code of silence. You've 
neces 
on a 
c 
does not fi criminal c 
've also heard 
place internally 
victim of police 
to support that. 
the contention that 
our community to 
and the 
attorney's off 
for their work. 
board, 
f 
we 
for excess 
a 1 
we 
use 
in our communities other than excessive use 
, as was mentioned by an earlier 
Supervisors are not willing to do 
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97 
: 
" 
'I i:this. Therefore, we must go to the state and ask the state to 
;form an independent investigation into the Sheriff's Department 
: 
i\ II 
we are to move forward in our community. 
We also think that it's important that federal 
~investigations take place on a national level and continue to 
'I 
!~onitor police misconduct across the country. 
That's all I have to say. I'd be glad to answer any 
1
:questions. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you. 
Mr. Manuel Avila. 
[Speaking through the Interpreter, 
MAURICIO SUAREZ] 
MR. AVILA: Good morning. My name is Manuel Avila, 
~nd I represent UNO, the Organization of United Neighborhoods, 
fcomposed by over 90,000 families in the East and South Los 
'Angeles. 
ij 
First of all, let me present my most sincere sympathy 
1!to the Jimenez family and to the residents of Ramona Gardens, 
ii 
limembers of this community who have suffered this tragedy. 
Among the members of our group exists a great concern 
for acts of violence committed by the Sheriff's Department. The 
people in our churches, from where we take the pulse of what's 
,going on in our communities, present to us everyday complaints 
1
1They ask us to do something. 
',I 
II 
11 We know that there is a commission that investigates 
it 
tthese events, but this does not satisfy us. Why doesn't it 
satisfy us? Because it's a bureaucratic body that's useless for 
0 
X 
19 
the 
98 
means the voice of the people, the will of 
the vote of 
Therefore we 
good of 
, the common people. 
an objective commission capable 
from the bad ones. We need a 
commission, an independent sian, that will answer to the 
s 
're 
and not to the person that appointed them. 
We know that we the police. We know that 
so human beings. We believe that it's unfair for 
to be judged together with the ones that do not 
duties as should. It's a double crime to 
on the street without having the due preparation 
to have and understanding about the multiple cultures 
exist in our city. should have knowledge of the 
who 1 in Los Angeles. They should be consc 
udice and be able to resolve 
which, as individuals, they have prejudices. 
have to training in human relations to be 
to act as professionals. And you might ask me this can 
s Yes, 
I come 
a 
can 
Huntington Park, a city that, not many 
having a rae ice department 
1 of prejudices. Two or three people 
tanks, Hunt 
Don't me names, but they were Hispanic or Latinos. 
a new chief of police who is acting 
f 
s 
we 
to 
the 
1 people by itself, reviews the 
f He acts through suspens 
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reprimands. 
And I'm not going to tell you that Huntington Park is 
.:a paradise. I would be a liar, and I would be deceiving myself. 
~But it's much better. 
I 
These days we are living in, we are celebrating the 
::independence of Mexico and the independence of other Latin 
~countries, brother countries. Today, September 17, 1991, we 
'want to give our independent yell: economic independence, 
ijsocial independence, political independence, but mostly, the 
I 
independence of our human rights. 
As human beings, we have the right, the dignity and 
,respect. As a parishioner from St. Matthias said, he asked, 
>sir, what do you expect from the police department?" And he 
said, "To be treated as human beings and not as animals." 
Mr. Torres, members of this committee, if you only 
hear the crying of these mothers who have lost their children, 
1rif you don't hear the screams of anguish, pain, frustration and 
: 
:,rebellion of our communities, if you don't transform these 
l 
I 
~tragic events into something positive and constructive, then, 
II 
2() 1! 
.!Mr. Torres and members of this committee, what we will have to 
21 
~confront is a time bomb that can explode when we least expect 
22 :1 
it. 
Thank you. 
24 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Thank you. 
25 
Dolores Travezo. 
26 
MS. TRAVEZO: Thank you, Senators. 
27 
My name is Dolores Travezo. I'm a member of the 
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was 
a wave 
that was 
us 
on 
to secure 
maj 
were 
10 
and Police Review Board. 
Over ten a public hearing similar to this 
of Supervisors in 
was 
people of co 
kind that is all too 
The testimony 
liar to those 
morning. Representing a number of different 
, such as NAACP, the Coalition Against 
as well as over 100 individuals, speakers 
evidence 
of Sheriff's 
groups made spec 
recurrence of 
of 
f misconduct and wrongful 
In addition to this, 
recommendations designed to 
abuses. 
Supervisors, which theoretical 
to shape the operations 
ignore these community 
ff's Department not ignored 
to the community 
1 arguing that they were more 
adequate, more than just. 
We 1 by the way 1 we can 
, ten , we're in a position to judge 
the ff's 
ies and to determine how best 
Let's briefly go through 
during Edleman Hearings, as 
, and assess adequacy of the Sheriff's 
10 
Department's defense of its policies. 
At the time, the community activists recommended that 
!,the department revamp its shooting policy in order to provide a 
4 
:much more detailed and specific guideline for the use of deadly 
5 
The Sheriff's Department responded that existing policy 
6 
,!Provided sufficient safeguards against the shootings of innocent 
,I 
7 ,, 
::victims. It argued that, quote: 
"The shooting policy of this 
9 
department is reasonable and 
10 
appropriate." 
II 
End quote. Deputies, we were told, are not allowed to shoot 
12 
misdemeanor suspects, fleeing felons, or fleeing vehicles. 
13 
Further, the report continued, quote: 
14 
"The department does not prohibit 
15 
its deputies from shooting when he 
16 
believes his life or the lives of 
17 
other innocent people are in 
IX jeopardy." 
19 
End quote. 
20 
Now, in light of the recent events, we can clearly 
21 
say that this policy is inadequate. We have seen in recent 
months a series of killings justified simply by invoking this 
notion of self-defense. The fact that the deputies involved 
24 
in these shootings would even dare to make this claim shows 
25 
the complete inadequacy of this policy. 
26 
Let's quickly look at the two recent cases. Former 
27 
mental patient Keith Hamilton from Madera Heights was shot 
2X 
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21 
22 
25 
26 
t in the back 
Artes , an 16 
10 
laying face down. Similarly, in 
old boy, David Ortiz, was shot, 
f from police officers. 
How could an unarmed 15 year old boy, running in 
direction, a threat to a team of armed 
officers? And how can we possibly believe that a different 
team off had to shoot the former mental patient lying 
face down on the ground order to defend themselves? I 
't 
It 
this. 
abundant clear that the idea of 
as defined by Sheriff's Department policy 
al use ~f deadly force, because 
can be justified after the fact 
s of self-defense. 
But 
us i 
own o f 
cornerstone of the Sheriff's Department's 
was its insistence that it could 
the problems within its own 
however, have shown us that this 
department is incapable polic 
that continues to be unresponsive to 
recommendations. Indeed, 
ffs cont to escalate, as evidenced by 
the two years alone, more than 7 
f-involved shootings, as well as an increase of 
of criminal doing such as taking money 
, cross burnings in county jails, the 
c of rae t hit such as the Vikings and 
2 
3 
103 
Cavemen, we've heard about them all morning, and the most 
latest, stealing credit cards from elderly citizens. 
Less dramatic, but perhaps even more significant, 
4 
are the daily practices of brutality which people this 
morning have documented, and I think you've been given the 
6 
knowledge, so I can move on to our recommendations. 
7 
The question really is for us, how can we make the 
Sheriffs and other law enforcement agencies accountable to 
9 
0 
II 
12 
the community? This is what we're trying to address today. 
We believe, those of us on the Committee for 
Justice and a Civilian Police Review Board, that all of the 
hearings in the world, and all of the recommendations, will 
13 
14 
15 
6 
17 
not change the departments if the departments are unwilling 
to change, as they have shown themselves to be in the last 
decade. 
What is required, as many have argued this 
morning, is an independent body to police the Sheriffs, one 
IX 
19 
2! 
that is elected by the people and which will therefore be 
directly accountable to the people. The elected review 
that we're interested in will have an independent staff of 
investigators and prosecutors with full subpoena power. It 
will have immediate and unrestricted access to shooting areas 
so that investigations can be conducted immediately after an 
24 
25 
26 
27 
2X 
officer-involved shooting. 
The elected review board will also have the power 
to discipline and fire officers formally charged with 
wrongdoing. 
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Los 
, as a 
to the 
in 
people 
10 
of securing Sheriff's 
it serves, our review board 
community meetings at 
, where 
to the 
will present 
's views 
These are our recommendations, and if you have 
forts, we can be contacted out 
off 
CHAIRMAN TORRES; We appreciate your efforts and 
Los 
you've given us already in 
forward to working with you. 
you. MS. TRAVEZO: 
CHAIRMAN Our witness, Mr. John Brown 
for Los Angeles Centers for Alcohol 
MR. BROWN: I not to take more than 20 or 
, s I going to be brief. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: Believe me, you won't. 
MR. BROWN: I'm Executive Director of Los 
and Drug Abuse. Centers 
The 
we set up a drug-free center 
During that year, it's been 
a great success. We are 
residents. Our services are 
trust us. They come over to our 
105 
center every afternoon and work with our staff. 
2 
4 
Many of the ways that we've had this success are 
lessons that are very relevant to the Sheriff's Department. 
First and foremost, we have a staff assigned here who are 
understanding and sensitive to the multicultural make-up of 
6 
the Ramona Gardens community, the kind of understanding that 
7 
you can only get from life experiences. They share the 
ethnicity and culture of the residents of Ramona 
Gardens, things like mechanisms for ongoing communication 
10 
with the residents. 
II 
The people who live here want a drug-free and 
12 
crime-free community, and they know how best to get that. 
13 
And you need to listen to them in order to do a good job. 
14 
These kinds of lessons are the most important. 
15 
Being flexible with your policies. The way we do drug 
16 
treatment here in Ramona Gardens is not the same as we do 
17 
in other parts of the community, because the needs are 
IX 
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different here. And we have the ability to let the staff be 
flexible with the way that they develop services. 
The bottom line, the most important thing, is our 
approach. We have the attitude that we're here to serve the 
residents of Ramona Gardens. We're here at their invitation. 
They perceive a need for our services. If they didn't, we 
wouldn't be here. 
Perhaps the Sheriff's Department should re-evaluate 
their presence here based on how the residents of Ramona 
27 
Gardens perceive them. They basically don't welcome their 
28 
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the right now, and maybe they 
•t 
Thank you. 
MR. BROWN: I just want to give a couple 
recommendations that are based on the fact that after there 
was 
of 
seems to 
s 
conf 
, many 
Basical 
be two things. 
our staff withdrew and worked 
here, and they found out a 
number one, that the -- that there 
One the Sheriff's Deputies lack 
and education about what it is to work with the 
the problems of 
training, 
to make sure 
gangs. And they need to have 
need to be evaluated 
•re not showing signs of stress 
being overwhelmed by a problem you don't 
Secondly, 
of 
We 
a lot of anger about the 
from the resident who was just 
, perhaps, state legislation that would 
s, that would say that people who 
, that information can't 
ficers. Perhaps can take the information 
next day and get it. 
that's going to happen is with 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: I hate to cut you off, but I lose 
court a minutes. She has to go back to 
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the Senate in Sacramento. So, would you wrap up. 
MR. BROWN: That's it, Senator. If you don't have 
any questions, just thank you for being here. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: We have one last witness. 
Reina, you wanted to make a statement, please. 
MS. GALINDO: Yes. 
I'd like to say that I don't want our kids to be 
hurt because the Sheriffs are going to come, and they want to 
get vindictive. They want to mistreat our children because 
of what was said here. 
I want to them to leave our kids alone. 
Reina Galindo, and I'm a resident here. 
CHAIRMAN TORRES: This hearing is adjourned. We 
will meet again in Madera Heights in a few weeks, probably in 
October, for our second series of hearings. This one will be 
in the African American community of Southern California. 
I want to thank Senator Presley. I want to thank 
our court reporter, stenographer, our interpreter, Mr. Alan 
Gordon who's the counsel to the committee. 
Also, I thank Diane Gonzalez and Liz Valdez, 
Mr. Ramon Seguerre, and all of the people here in Ramona 
Gardens. I want to thank you very much for allowing us to 
come in and hold this historic hearing. 
This is the first hearing that the State 
Legislature of California has ever conducted on peace officer 
conduct, and I'm very proud that we've had the support of 
Senators as well as Senator Presley. 
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This committee now adjourned. 
[Thereupon this hearing of the 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 
on Peace Officer Conduct was 
adjourned at approximately 
1:00 P.M.] 
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